
Marion lifts boil order, 
investigates further 

The City of Marion on Tuesday 
lifted a boil water advisory that 
had been in place for a week, the 
town’s fourth such alert in 2025 
and second tied to excessive am-
monia levels in its raw water 
reservoirs. Mayor D’Anna Brown-
ing said the Kentucky Division of 
Water is now investigating the un-
usual ammonia concentrations at 
the city’s request. 

 

Fredonia History Ride 
Fredonia Valley Heritage Society 

will host a unique historical expe-
rience Saturday with its “Hayride 
Through Fredonia’s Past” begin-
ning at 5 p.m. The event features 
a guided hayride tour through 
town, complete with historical 
reenactments at key locations 
such as Crider Tavern, the John 
Rice Home, the site of the burning 
of the Rice Tobacco Barn, the Wil-
son-Blair One Room School Me-
morial, Fredonia Valley Bank 
robbery scene and the annexation 
of Kelsey. Narrators Pam Faughn, 
Andrea Clement and Casey Baker 
will guide the ride with stories 
from Fredonia’s colorful history. 
Admission is $5 per person, with 
children 12 and under free. To re-
serve a spot, text 270-832-8272. 

 

Juneteenth holiday 
In observance of the Juneteenth 

holiday, public offices such as 
Crittenden County Office Complex 
and Marion City Hall will be closed 
Thursday. The Crittenden Press 
will also be closed. Juneteenth has 
been a federal holiday since 2021. 
It is a holiday celebrated on June 
19 to commemorate the emanci-
pation of enslaved people in the 
US. The holiday was first cele-
brated in Texas, where on that 
date in 1865, in the aftermath of 
the U.S. Civil War, enslaved people 
were declared free under the 
terms of the 1862 Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., on Thursday, June 19 at its 
office on East Bellville Street. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., on 
Monday, June 23 at Deer Lakes 
meeting room. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
meets at 9 a.m., on Tuesday, June 
24 at the courthouse. 

•Livingston Fiscal Court meets 
at 5 p.m., on Tuesday, June 24 at 
the county office complex in 
Smithland. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, June 26 at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Crittenden County Public Li-
brary Board meets at 5:30 p.m., 
on Thursday, June 26 at the li-
brary.  
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Clear and 
present 
dangers 

 
In this town, where the city 

clock at Main and Bellville tolls 
not so much the hour as it does 
the last vestiges of civility, there 
now appear to be roaming bands 
of motley dogs dragging their 
shadows down city streets like 
unfounded accusations scrawled 
on social media. Here, too, we’re 
steeped in sanctimo-
nious litigation run-
ning parallel with 
holy streets. 

Like the dogs, they 
are neither lost nor 
found, but some-
thing in between, 
like so much else we 
have failed to reckon 
with. 

And the people, 
Lord help them, sit on porches 
with mouths full of complaint, 
spitting caustic words like 
they’re a cure to all that ails. 

Makes you wonder if Isiah’s 
first chapter of castigation was 
honestly for old Salem rather 
than our own humble hamlet. 

It used to be that a dog loose 
in the street was a neighbor’s 
pet, a friend’s dog, a dog who 
would walk a child to school or 
lie patiently in front of the post 
office until his master emerged 
with the mail and a treat. Now 
these pit hounds are akin to 
German bulls, full of wildness 
and a willingness to snap at first 
glance like robo dogs that sim-
ply learned from watching us. 

And the water... oh, the water! 
She comes out of the tap colored 
like hard mash and the smell of 
forgotten sin. Oh! they mourn, 
spitting yet with wet mouths 
course posts seeking pity 
against unsurmountable odds 
as tolls heighten and pipes grow 
older than our broader munici-
pal miseries. 

How quick we are to forget 
Granny straining wiggle worms 
with her apron from the cis-
tern’s charge only to keep the 
kids from puking. A free drink 
indeed, yet feebly sanitary in 
those now-forgotten days. 

In our digitally-compromised 
contemporary world, we pour 
our souls out on an iPhone like 
social media is some sort of con-
fessional booth. 

“We pay for this?” they ques-
tion, as if payment ever guaran-
teed anything. Sure, it stinks, 
but so does Crooked Creek. The 
water is safe, modern minds in-
sist, yet we pour it alone into 
our tubs and dog bowls. 

And then, because every tragic 
farce demands its chorus, come 
the clowns. Not in painted faces, 
mind you, but on tablets and 
handsets. As the city’s tower 
clock with its dual set of time – 
one today and the other tomor-
row’s – we TikTok back and 
forth between reality and baldly 
bleached lies like String Theory. 
A multiverse indeed, with chords 
plucked to different tunes de-
pending on the source punching 
lyrics onto those tiniest of key-
boards. 

One reads the minutes of the 
last meeting while another ad-
justs his cap, and the third 
scrolls through texts and mail. 
And somewhere outside, a child 
walks past a loose dog and says, 
“That one’s got no collar.” And 
the dog, indifferent to bylaws 
and council votes, lifts his leg on 
a campaign sign next to a dry 
hydrant.  

Afloat we are in the absurd, 
marginally tiptoeing on the 
sharp edge of reality, wondering 
why our dogs run free, our 
water runs foul and our dignity 
fades as we sip coffee and muse 
of tragedies and comedies that 
may, or may not, exist in our re-
mote realm of the multiverse. 
Yet the clock tolls tighter as we 
move nearer the void... a place 
with no narratives from home, 
no truth and only consequences. 

 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

MPD is full 
force with 
new officer 

 
STAFF REPORT 

Marion Police Department 
welcomed its newest officer, 
Rome Dickerson, last week, 
marking the first time in 
more than two years the de-
partment has been fully 
staffed with five full-time of-
ficers. 

Dickerson, 23, of Morgan-
field, was sworn in during a 
ceremony at City Hall and 
will begin police academy 
training on July 13 in 
Madisonville. He is expected 
to graduate in January 
2026 and will begin solo pa-
trols after completing field 
training and a probationary 
period. 

Chief Bobby West said the 
addition of Dickerson brings 
relief to the department, 
which has operated under 

 
See POLICE/page 3 

New Marion Policeman Rome Dickerson was issued a badge 
last week by MPD Chief Bobby West during a ceremony at 
city hall.

Gamechanger 
Conway says warden 
job outgrew his interest  
BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Randy Conway has spent the better part of 
his life among the woods, rivers and wildlife of 
Crittenden County. Now, after more than two 
decades in uniform, the longtime conservation 
officer has officially retired from the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources. 

At 59, Conway stepped away from his post a 
few weeks ago, closing a 22-year chapter in law 
enforcement. But his love of the outdoors won’t 
fade. He lives on his family’s century-old farm 
in northern Crittenden County, literally next 
door to the Big Rivers Wildlife Management 
Area. 

“I wish I had been a game warden years be-
fore I actually became one,” Conway said.  

It used to be more of a romantic, adventur- 
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STAFF REPORT 
On a warm afternoon 

last week a few days ahead 
of summer, Jason Brown 
was angling for what’s left 
in Lake George while lead-
ers at city hall were 
searching for new answers 
to the problematic raw 
water source bleached by 
ammonia. 

Ironic it is that last 
Thursday’s catch coin-
cided with new Marion 
water troubles, heightened 
by the city’s fourth boil 
water order of the year. 
The advisory was triggered 
by yet another disruption 

in chemical treatment 
caused by elevated ammo-
nia levels. Though the 
order has since been lifted, 
Marion’s water woes are 
sure to continue until the 
town can get fully con-
nected to Crittenden-Liv-
ingston Water District, 
which is expanding to help 
out. 

Lake George, less than 
half its historic depth 
since being crippled by a 
faulty earthen dam in 
2022, now appears less 
than adequate to dilute  

 
See GEORGE/page 10 

Disingenuous George 
Fishing fares better than drink sourcing

A lifelong Crittenden Countian, Randy 
Conway spent two decades as warden.

Local fisherman Jason Brown found a few bass in Lake 
George last week. He says the lake is bouncing back well.
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Deaths
Little

Shelby Jean Little, 82, 
entered into the presence 
of her Lord and Savior on 
Tuesday, June 10, 2025 
at 9:15 pm at the Cotton 
Point Living 
Center in 
M a t t h e w s , 
Mo. 

 She was 
surrounded 
by her loved 
ones as she 
was wel-
comed into 
the arms of her Savior. 

 She was born in Provi-
dence Sept. 14, 1942 to the 
late Aubrey and Christine 
Simpson. She graduated 
from Crittenden County 
High School in 1960. On 
June 25, 1961, she mar-
ried her high school sweet-
heart, Jewel Little, who 
survives. She was an avid 
fan and follower of Ken-
tucky Wildcats Basketball. 

 She was the loving 
mother of two sons, Rich-
ard Alan Little, who pre-
ceded her in death in 
April, 2003; and Charles 
“Chuck” Little from East 
Prairie, Mo., who survives. 
Also surviving is her fa-
vorite daughter-in-law, 
Denise Little of East Prai-
rie, Mo.; a precious grand-
daughter, Decinda (Shane) 
Howell of Charleston, Mo.; 
and a great-grandson, 
Tarek Howell, who was 
“her boy” and lit up her 
whole world. 

 Additional survivors are 
brother- and sister-in-law, 
James and Betty Little of 
Marion and several nieces 
and nephews.

 In addition to her par-
ents and son, she was 
preceded in death by a 
brother-in-law and sister-
in-law, Walter and Debbie 
Simpson; and brother-
in-law and sister-in-law, 
Dennis and Bonnie Little.

 She was a member 
of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Marion. Upon 
moving to East Prairie, 
she attended Full Gospel 
Church. 

 Services were Friday, 
June 13 at Gilbert Funer-
al Home with Bro. Kirk 

Green昀eld, pastor of Em-
manuel Baptist Church, 
and pastor Eric McGrud-
er, pastor of Full Gospel 
Church of昀ciating. 

Paid obituary

May
Billy Joe “B.J.” May, 94, 

of Marion, died Sunday, 
June 15, 2025 at Living-
ston Hospital.

He was a 
member of 
Marion Bap-
tist Church 
where he 
was an active 
deacon for 
many years 
and served in 
various other 
roles.

In 1949, 
he gradu-
ated from 
Salem High 
School and 
went to work 
for the state’s highway 
engineers who had an of-
昀ce in Marion.  In 1952, 
he entered the U.S. Army 
and was stationed in Ger-
many. Upon returning 
to the U.S., he eventually 
worked as a land survey-
or for Reynolds Aluminum 
Company.  The company 
performed core drilling in 
Crittenden, Livingston and 
Caldwell counties. While 
at Reynolds Aluminum, 
he traveled to Mexico, the 
Paci昀c Northwest, Arkan-
sas, Georgia, Florida and 
Illinois. He also had sev-
eral opportunities to visit 
and work in Brazil. After 
retiring from Reynolds in 
the mid-1980s, he went 
into business for himself 
as B.J. May Land Survey-
ing.  In 2012, he retired 
his surveyor’s license.  He 
said one of the greatest 
satisfactions of his career 
included gathering infor-
mation in 昀elds and de-
termining angles and dis-
tances and then bringing 
the work back to the of昀ce 
to view. A lot of things you 
work on for weeks, months 
or years and don’t see any 
actual evidence, but with 
surveying you can see 
what you’ve done, he said.

After his second retire-
ment from B.J. May Land 
Surveying, he was asked 

to return to work as a land 
leasing consultant for Ap-
palachian Spar.  He was a 
founding member of Ben 
E. Clement Mineral Muse-
um Board of Directors and 
previously served on the 
Marion City Council.

Surviving are two 
daughters Pat Wad-
dell and Donna (Bennie) 
Johnson of Marion; three 
grandchildren, Sandie 
Waddell of Marion, Scot-
ty Johnson of Salem and 
Troy Johnson of Green-
ville; 昀ve great-grandchil-
dren, Taylor Crabtree of 
Salem, Cheyanne Doom of 
Dycusburg, Hailey John-
son of Salem,  Avery John-
son of Fredonia and Miley 
Johnson of Salem; and 
昀ve great-great- grandchil-
dren, Kayson Crabtree, 
Paisley Doom, Ivy Doom, 
Sage Doom and Kaleb 
Crabtree.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 70 
years, Louise Edwards 
May; his parents, Ray-
mond and Elizabeth Far-
ris May; a brother, Donald 
May; and infant sister, 
Mary Ella May.

Services are at 11 a.m., 
Thursday, June 19 at My-
ers Funeral Home with 
Bro. Chris Clarke and Bro. 
Aaron Brown of昀ciating. 
Burial will follow in Ma-
pleview Cemetery.  Friends 
may call Wednesday eve-
ning between the hours of 
5-8 p.m., and from 8 a.m., 
until service on Thursday.

Fritts
It is with heavy hearts 

that we announce the 
passing of 
Shirley Ann 
Fritts, 85, 
who went to 
join her Lord 
and Savior on 
June 10th, 
2025 sur-
rounded by 
the love of her closest fam-
ily members at Wellington 
Parc in Owensboro.  Shir-
ley was born on March 
5th, 1940 to the late Roy 
Ashley Brown and Lennie 
Marie Hunt Brown in Mar-
ion, Kentucky.  She at-
tended Crittenden County 
High School where she met 
and later married her best 

friend and loving husband 
of 68 years, James Doyle 
Fritts.  Shirley worked for 
more than 30 years at Pot-
ter and Brum昀eld before 
retiring.  Upon retirement, 
she enjoyed living part of 
each year with her hus-
band at The Good Life RV 
Park in Florida for over 18 
years, enjoying the warm 
weather, playing card 
games, bike riding, and 
forging cherished friend-
ships.  In her later years, 
Shirley moved to Owens-
boro, Kentucky to be clos-
er to her daughter, Deb-
bie, where she was able to 
watch her great grandson 
grow.  She was a devoted 
wife, loving mother, be-
loved grandmother, and 
cherished great grand-
mother who treasured her 
family and spent most of 
her time caring for others.  
Never one to sit still, Shir-
ley was always the 昀rst to 
volunteer to lend a helping 
hand, and she was known 
for her kindness and gen-
erosity. She dedicated de-
cades of steadfast service 
to her hometown church, 
Emmanuel Baptist, in 
Marion.  While living in 
Owensboro, Shirley at-
tended Crosspoint Baptist 
Church.  She always said, 
“God’s been good to us,” 
and she strived to pass 
that goodness on to oth-
ers.

Shirley is preceded in 
death by her sister Betty, 
brothers Joe and Tildon, 
and her parents.  She 
is survived by her hus-
band, Doyle, as well as 
her daughter, Debbie, and 
son-in-law, Steve.  She will 
be lovingly remembered by 
her grandson, Bryce (with 
his wife Sheena); grand-
daughter, Cassey (with her 
husband Ben); as well as 
her three great grandchil-
dren, Rowan, Hudson, 
and Charlie.  A loving and 
kind soul to her last day, 
she will be greatly missed.  
We love you, Mamaw.

Visitation will begin at 
Myers Funeral Home in 
Marion on Friday June 
13th at 11am, followed by 
funeral services beginning 
at 1pm.Burial at Maplev-
iew Cemetery.

Paid obituary

Traveling with children 
is different from traveling 
alone or with other adults. 
Here are a few tips to help 
you prepare for 
fun trips with 
your children. 

Before you go: 
Talk about the 

trip. Start with 
a conversation 
about where 
you're going, 
why, who you’ll 
see, and what 
you hope to ex-
perience. Explain 
how you'll travel 
— car, plane or 
train — to help 
build excitement 
and ease anxiety. 

Identify po-
tential challeng-
es. Prepare your children 
for differences in rou-
tines or environments. If 
you're traveling during hot 
weather or hiking through 
nature, discuss safety 
concerns like drinking 
water, staying on the trail, 
and avoiding unfamiliar 
plants. The goal is to build 
awareness, not anxiety. 

Set behavior expecta-
tions. Remind children 
how to behave in different 
settings: visiting grand-
parents, eating in restau-
rants, or sitting next to a 
sibling. Simple reminders 
like, “We keep our hands 
to ourselves,” or “We don’t 
ask for candy at the store,” 
work for all ages. Even 
adults use this — like 
telling yourself you’re not 
going to buy anything not 
on your list. Speaking ex-
pectations out loud helps 
build self-control. 

Get kids involved in 
packing. Let kids help cre-
ate a short, simple packing 
list. It teaches organization 
and builds excitement. 
Be patient — they’ll need 
help. 

Entertainment op-
tions. Travel is a great 
time to connect. Start with 
conversation, then move 
to games: travel bingo, col-
oring books, 20 questions, 
cards, karaoke. Screens 
are 昀ne, but books, puz-
zles and word searches are 
great alternatives. 

Plan for delays. Travel 
with kids typically takes 
longer. Add 30 to 45 min-

utes for every 3 hours on 
the road. Plan pit stops so 
kids can move, snack and 
use the bathroom. While 

this can add time 
to your travels, it 
makes for happi-
er travelers. 

During your 
trip: 

Stick to rou-
tines. Try to 
maintain regular 
meal, nap and 
bedtime sched-
ules. It may take 
creativity, but it 
is worth the ef-
fort. 

Let kids take 
the lead. Invite 
your children to 
make decisions: 
“Which trail 

should we take?” or “What 
do you want to see 昀rst?” 
This builds con昀dence 
and keeps them engaged. 

Safety. Carry a few ba-
sics — water, snacks, 
昀ashlight and a small 昀rst-
aid kit. 

Expect meltdowns. They 
happen, no matter how 
prepared you are. Expect-
ing a few tough moments 
helps you stay calm and 
respond with patience. 

After your trip: 
Re昀ect together. Ask 

your family: What did you 
love most? Least? What 

are you glad we did? What 
would you do again? What 
will you remember most? 
These moments build con-
nection and help shape fu-

ture trips. 
Source: David Weisen-

horn, Ph.D.; Specialist for 
Parenting and Child De-
velopment 

Rebecca  
WOODALL 
EXTENSION AGENT 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 

Be prepared when traveling with kids

Thursday, June 19
• Crittenden County Public Library Friends of the Library will meet at 
6 p.m. in the meeting room.
Friday, June 20
• Fabric Door Hanger will begin at 10 a.m. at Crittenden County 
Public Library 
Monday, June 23
• Positive Employability will be at 9 a.m. at the Crittenden County 
Extension Annex. This is a Community Christmas Credit.
Tuesday, June 24
• Feed and Read begins at 10 a.m. at Frances Fire Dept.
Wednesday, June 25
• A Walk in the Park will start at 3 p.m. at the City-County Park.

Community Calendar
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.
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Get The Press on Your Phone!
Isn’t Technology Amazing? 

Stop waiting on the mail 
PRINT SUBSCRIBERS CAN CONVERT AND SAVE $

Live out of State? Get The Press at Noon on Wednesday just like readers in Marion 

Bubbling with Excitement 
Adalin Congenie (right) chases bubbles being sprayed by Finleigh McLevain at City-
County Park last week, entertaining themselves while their older siblings participate 
in local youth softball and baseball leagues. 

STAFF REPORT 
After years of planning 

and delays, visible con-
struction work is now 
underway at the site of 
Crittenden County’s fu-
ture judicial center, a 
$20 million infrastruc-
ture project that leaders 
say is entering a new 
phase, despite setbacks 
and public confusion 
about the scope and 
funding. 

Contractors are cur-
rently focused on foun-
dational work, including 
excavation and installa-
tion of rebar and footers, 
after delays caused by 
weather and unexpected 
subsoil issues. According 
to Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom, crews discov-
ered unstable material 
and remnants from 
structures as old as the 
1800s beneath the prior 
courthouse footprint, 
which significantly 
slowed early progress. 

“Back in the 1960s 
when the old courthouse 
was built, there was ob-
viously no requirement 
for soil stabilization,” 
Newcom said. “Once they 
got into it, the core 
drilling showed problems 
that had to be addressed 
before moving forward.” 

The construction con-
tract was officially let in 
December, but little visi-
ble progress had been 
made until recently.  

As of the last project 
update, a revised com-
pletion target of February 
2027 has been estab-
lished, a two-month 
push from the original 
December 2026 forecast. 

To mitigate supply 
chain issues and control 
material costs, contrac-
tors have secured and 
stored many of the 
needed components,  
particularly mechanical 
and steel elements, stag-

ing them offsite with ven-
dors due to limited space 
at the downtown con-
strucation spot. 

Despite widespread be-
lief that the project is 
being funded with local 
tax dollars, the judge 
clarified that the judicial 
center is financed en-
tirely by the Kentucky 
Administrative Office of 
the Courts (AOC) 
through a 15-year note 
with the Kentucky Jus-
tice Cabinet. While it is 
technically classified as a 
county facility, the AOC 
will lease the property 
from the county for the 
duration of the loan. 
Once paid off, ownership 
will revert fully to the 
county. 

Court security will be a 
continuing cost to the 
county. Under state 
rules, the county will be 
required to provide addi-
tional court security offi-
cers beyond the the 
customary bailiffs. AOC 
reimburses $15 per hour 
per employee, but coun-
ties must cover any 
wages above that rate. 

“We’re expected to staff 
15 part-time positions, 
with around five working 
on any given day, usually 
three at the entry, one in 
the courtroom, and one 
in the hallway,” Newcom 
explained.  

Most centers rely on 
retirees. It will not be an 
easy task to fill these 

roles, the judge pro-
jected. 

One of the next visible 
steps in construction will 
be the building of eleva-
tor shafts, expected to 
rise first from the site 
where the old courthouse 
once stood. Full vertical 
progress, the phase most 
noticeable to the public, 
could begin by the end of 
summer. 

Meanwhile, city offi-
cials and contractors are 
preparing to make traffic 
changes around the con-
struction zone for safety. 
Court Street, which runs 
behind the court square 
on the west side, will 
soon become a one-way 
northbound route with 
outbound on West Bel-
lville Street. Carlisle 
Street will remain a one-
way segment between 
Farmers Bank. 

While it’s been a long 
road to reach the con-
struction phase, county 
leaders hope the public 
will begin to see steady 
visible change, and come 
to understand that it is 
the state footing the bill 
and the county’s budget 
will not suffer. 

STAFF REPORT 
Livingston County 

Grand Jury returned in-
dictments last week on 
10 individuals on a vari-
ety of charges. A grand 
jury does not determine 
guilt or innocence; it 
merely decides whether 
there is sufficient evi-
dence for a case to pro-
ceed in circuit court.  

Here are the indict-
ments: 

•Matthew Ryan Eggle-
ston, 36, of Paducah, 
was indicted on charges 
of first-degree trafficking 
in a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) , 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, two counts of 
first-degree possession of 
a controlled substance 
(opiates), third-degree 
fleeing or evading police, 
receiving stolen property 
under $10,000, and as a 
persistent felony of-
fender. Eggleston also 
has a burglary and theft 
case pending in Liv-
ingston Circuit Court. 

•Travis Reasons, 46, of 
Ledbetter was indicted 
for first-degree trafficking 
in a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) , 
possession of drug para-
phernalia and possession 
of marijuana. The 
charges stem from a traf-
fic stop on US 60 in Led-

better on Jan. 21. 
•Robert Ray Sanders, 

53, of Smithland, was in-
dicted for first-degree 
possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine), op-
erating a motorcycle 
without approved eye 
protection, driving on a 
DUI-suspended license, 
failure to surrender a re-
voked operator’s license, 
DUI and violation of con-
ditions of release. 

•Ty Peck, 21, of Ledbet-
ter was indicted on a 
felony charge of fraudu-
lent firearm transaction. 

•Zoe Skinner, 25, of 
Grand Rivers was in-
dicted on a charge of 
theft by unlawful taking 
of a firearm. An April in-
vestigation between Liv-
ingston and McCracken 
authorities led to the 
charge. 

•Felony charges of ani-
mal torture and animal 
cruelty were amended to 
a dozen misdemeanor 
charges of second-degree 
cruelty to animals 
against Regina Kaye 
Tackwell, 45, of Smith-
land and remanded to 
district court. 

•Jason S. Reed, 21, of 
Paducah was indicted on 

charges of receiving 
stolen property valued 
between $1,000 and 
$10,000 by complicity 
and for being a first-de-
gree persistent felony of-
fender. 

•Richard F. Watkins, 
62, of Grand Rivers was 
indicted on charges of re-
ceiving stolen property 
valued between $1,000 
and $10,000 by complic-
ity and for being a first-
degree persistent felony 
offender. 

•Darrian D. Scar-
brough, 22, of Paducah 
was indicted for theft by 
unlawful taking of a 
firearm. 

•Matthew Shane 
Robertson, 38, of Smith-
land was indicted for fla-
grant non-support. 

•Nataasha Rittenberry, 
37, of Salem was indicted 
on a charge of first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor possession 
of marijuana. The 
charges stem from a traf-
fic stop on May 7 in 
Cedar Grove when Rit-
tenberry was allegedly 
operating a side-by-side 
UTV on the roadway.

POLICE 
Continued from page 1 

staffed since early 2023. 
The agency includes Sgt. 
George Foster, Officers 
Jerry Parker and Corey 
Golightly, and now Dick-
erson. West said the new 
hire will help the depart-
ment rotate shifts more 
efficiently and allow offi-
cers to take regular time 
off. Former Marion Police 
Chief Ray O’Neal also 
works part time and 
serves as court security 
at city hall. 

Soon, Dickerson will 
begin his 20-week basic 
training at the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice 
Training Center in 
Madisonville. Until then, 
he will ride alongside ex-

perienced officers for 
hands-on orientation. 

“It’s going to be very 
fast-paced for him,” West 
said, pointing out that 
the academy covers 
everything from law to 
firearms to driving and 
defensive tactics. Then 
there’s another six 
months of probationary 
work. 

A graduate of Union 
County High School, 
Dickerson lives outside of 
Morganfield but plans to 
relocate to Marion. He is 
recently married and 
says his desire to help 
people, inspired by family 
members in ministry and 
military led him to the 
career. 

Though he originally 
explored a position in 
Morganfield, circum-

stances changed, and 
Dickerson said he was 
drawn to apply in Mar-
ion, where he already has 
family ties. 

“I have spent a lot of 
time in Marion,” he said. 

The city’s ceremonial 
swearing-in included the 
traditional Kentucky 
constitutional oath, 
which still includes a his-
torical reference to duel-
ing. Dickerson laughed 
when asked if he had 
heard that part before. 
“No sir,” he said.  

Dickerson said he’s ex-
cited to get started.  

“I like the idea of help-
ing folks and being out 
there doing good things.” 

West said he’s confi-
dent Dickerson will be a 
good fit for the police 
force. 

 LIVINGSTON COUNTY GRAND JURY

10 indicted on felony charges

Due to various delays getting started on construction of Crittenden County’s new 
justice center, the target date for completion has been moved up a few months. A for-
mal groundbreaking for the new building and demolition of the former courthouse 
was held last fall. 

Here is a computer-generated rendering of the new 
courthouse that will be open in 2027.

After soil setback, courthouse 
construction getting on track

  Hear our podcast  
with Judge Newcom 
at The Press Online 
for the complete 
interview, more details.

LISTEN TO MORE ONLINE 



Greenwell graduates 
from KY Wesleyan 

Sammy Greenwell of Marion 
has graduated cum laude from 
Kentucky Wesleyan College and 
was named to the President’s 
List for his final semester. 

The President’s List recog-
nizes students who achieve a 
perfect 4.0 GPA while complet-
ing at least 12 credit hours. 
Graduation honors are awarded 
based on cumulative academic 
performance. 

 

Three area students 
on MTSU Dean’s List 

Three students from Union 
County have been named to the 
Dean’s List at Middle Ten-
nessee State University for the 
spring 2025 semester. 

Elijah Baird, Maggie Baird 
and Cannon Sheffer were 
among 5,986 students recog-
nized for academic achieve-
ment. To qualify, 
undergraduate students must 
earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher 
while completing at least 12 
credit hours for the term. 

 

Boyd graduates from 
College of Charleston 

Derrin Boyd of Princeton re-
cently graduated from the Col-
lege of Charleston with a 
Certificate in Urban and Re-
gional Planning. Boyd was 
among more than 1,700 grad-
uates who participated in the 
South Carolina university’s 
spring commencement cere-
mony for 2025. 

 

Area counties join 
KDFWR’s CWD  zone, 
Sept rifle season added 

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife 
officials have expanded the 
state’s Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) Surveillance Zone to in-
clude Henderson, Union and 
Webster counties following 
confirmation of a CWD-positive 
deer just across the state line 
in Posey County, Ind. 

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife 
Commission approved the 
measure this month, adding 
the three counties to a growing 
list of western Kentucky areas 
under heightened disease 
monitoring. The original zone 
already included Ballard, Breck-
inridge, Calloway, Carlisle, Ful-
ton, Graves, Hardin, Hickman, 
Marshall, Meade and Mc-
Cracken counties. 

With the expansion, new 
regulations are now in place for 
hunters in the added counties, 
including mandatory testing, 
carcass transport restrictions 
and a ban on rehabilitating 
deer. 

Hunters in Henderson, Union 
and Webster counties must 
submit their deer for testing 
during the first three days of 
modern gun season, Nov. 8–10, 
by visiting a staffed check sta-
tion or using a CWD sample 
drop-off site. 

Hunters may not transport 
whole deer or high-risk parts 
out of the surveillance zone. 
Only de-boned meat, clean 
skulls and teeth, hides, antlers 
and mounted trophies may be 
taken beyond county lines. 
However, deer harvested else-
where in the state may be 
brought into the zone without 
restriction. 

To encourage deer harvest 
and manage herd density, bait-
ing is now permitted through-
out the CWD Surveillance Zone. 
The rule change overrides a 
prior baiting ban but still pro-
hibits bait in contact-style 
feeders, such as troughs and 
gravity devices. Statewide, 
feeding remains banned from 
March 1 through July 31, and 
all baiting continues to be pro-
hibited on Wildlife Management 
Areas. 

Fish and Wildlife officials 
caution that baiting may in-
crease the risk of disease 
transmission due to close con-
tact between deer. CWD 
spreads through prions found 
in saliva, urine and feces of in-
fected animals. 

A special antlerless-only gun 
season will be held Sept. 27–28 
in all counties under surveil-
lance. Hunters may take deer 
without visible antlers, includ-
ing button bucks, but antlered 
bucks may not be harvested by 
any method that weekend. 
Hunters must submit deer 
heads for testing and comply 
with hunter orange require-
ments. 

Since 2002, Kentucky has 
tested over 60,000 deer and 
elk for CWD. Although the dis-
ease is always fatal in infected 
animals, it is not known to 
spread to humans. Still, the 
CDC recommends not eating 
meat from any deer that tests 
positive or appears ill. 

Free CWD testing remains 
available throughout the hunt-
ing season via drop-off loca-
tions or mail-in kits. Results 
are typically returned in 4–6 
weeks. 

For details on regulations, 
testing, and reporting sick or 
dead deer, visit fw.ky.gov/cwd 
or contact the Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife Information Center 
at 800-858-1549. 

 

Area students on 
Campbellsville list 

Campbellsville University has 
named Kelsie Adams of Prince-
ton and Patricia Cheatham of 
Waverly to its President’s List 
for the spring 2025 semester. 
The academic honor is awarded 
to students who achieve high 
academic performance.  

 

Project development 
board meets monthly 
during coming year 

During the coming fiscal 
year July 1 through June 30, 
2026, Crittenden County Proj-
ect Development Board will 
meet at 4:30 p.m., the first 
Tuesday of each month at the 
county office complex. The 
project development board 
provides oversight for con-
struction of the new court-
house. 

 

Receive emergency 
notices from Marion 
through text system 

City of Marion has launched 
a new system for provide im-
portant announcements via 
text. 

Residents can sign up for the 
texting system on Marion’s 
web portal at marionky.utility-
district.com. Once there, find 
“Manage Notifications” and add 
your mobile number.  

Updated information about 
Marion, including things like 
boil water orders, will be 
passed along on the texting 
system. 

 

Kenergy/Conexon 
fiber broadband 
meeting Tuesday 

Kenergy will be hosting a 
Fiber Town Hall meeting at 10 
a.m., Tuesday, June 24.  The 
meeting will be held at the 
Kenergy office on Mott City 
Road. Representatives from 
Conexon and Kenergy will an-
swer questions and provide in-
formation about the fiber 

project that will soon bring 
broadband to underserved 
areas of Crittenden County. 

 

Cost of stamp, other 
USPS mailings will go 
up starting July 14 

U.S. Postal Service will raise 
rates for several mailing serv-
ices beginning July 14. 

The cost of a First-Class Mail 
stamped letter will rise from 73 
cents to 78 cents, while me-
tered letters will increase from 
69 cents to 74 cents. Domestic 
postcards will go up from 56 
cents to 62 cents. 

International rates are also 
changing. Postcards and 1-
ounce letters mailed outside 
the U.S. will each increase from 
$1.65 to $1.70. The price for 
each additional ounce of a sin-
gle-piece letter will increase 
from 28 cents to 29 cents. 

 

Elections board will  
look at annexed area 
on McMican Road 

Crittenden County Board of 
Elections is scheduled to meet 
at 3:30 p.m. Friday for a regu-
lar meeting at the county office 
complex. On the agenda will be 
redrawing the precinct of SW 
Marion No. 2 to include the 
area annexed into the City of 
Marion for the new housing de-
velopment on McMican Road. 

 

Wonder what the best, 
healthiest snacks are? 
 
KY HEALTH NEWS 

If you have ever wondered 
what the healthiest snacks are, 
Anahad O’Connor with The 
Washington Post has done the 
research for you, having ana-
lyzed the nutrition labels of 
dozens of ultra-processed and 
packaged snack foods. 

O’Connor opens the story by 
pointing to a large study that 
found “that compared with 
people who snacked on nutri-
tious whole foods, like apples, 
oranges, nuts and seeds, those 
who snacked on junk foods, 
such as cookies, candy and po-
tato chips, had more visceral 
fat around their internal organs 
and higher body weights, blood 
sugar levels and triglycerides, a 
type of fat that circulates in the 
bloodstream.” 

Federica Amati, a medical 
scientist at Imperial College 
London and head nutritionist at 
Zoe, a personalized nutrition 
company, advised caution 
when choosing snack foods, 
telling O’Connor that even if 
you tend to eat nutritious 
meals, snacking on junk foods 
can undo the metabolic bene-
fits of eating healthy meals. 

For each of the best snack 
options, O’Connor includes 
what he calls “red flags” and 
healthier options for that cate-
gory. 

For example, he notes that 
popcorn is a good choice, but 
can be high in sodium and 
sometimes sugar. He also of-
fers five best popcorn choices, 
including SkinnyPop Original 
Popcorn, which has only three 
ingredients and is low in 
sodium. 

Other suggestions include 
chips made with simple ingre-
dients that provide modest 
amounts of fiber, whole grain, 
nut and seed crackers, nuts, 
which he called “a nutritional 
powerhouse and an optimal 
snack,” beef jerky, protein and 
snack bars, because they are 
often available when real food 
isn’t an option or when you 
need something sweet, and 
some cookies in moderation. 

 
 

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  
It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 

10 YEARS AGO 
June 18, 2015 
n Citing difficult access to the Crittenden County Court-
house’s third-floor courtroom, state and local officials de-
veloped a plan to move family court to Marion City Hall. 
n Crittenden County High School graduate Cory Hamby 
was honored as Kentucky State Police’s Trooper of the 
Year for Post 1 in Mayfield.  
n Crittenden County Circuit Clerk’s staff, including Clerk 
Melissa Guill, Lindsay Morrison, Lisa Beard, Reagan Par-
ent and Ilyana Perryman, were recognized for their suc-
cess in the National Donate Life Month for organ donor 
participation.  
n Crittenden County FFA members Megan Chambliss, 
Catherine Hutchison, Logan Shuecraft, Alexis Tabor, Cali 
Parish, Kasey Herrin, Alyssa Curtis, Emmalee Barnes, 
Dustin Collins and Jessi Brewer attended the state con-
vention in Lexington. 
n CCHS baseball awards were given to Adam Driver, 
Jared Lundy, Nick Castiler, Taylor Yancy, Shelby Robin-
son, Dylan Hollis, Alex Cosby, Ryan James, Adam 
Beavers and Kyle Castiller. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
June 15, 2000 
n Awards were presented to Crittenden County’s softball 
team, including Lindsay Thompson, Patti Johnson, 
Stephanie Tinsley, Sara Green, Kayla Bebout, Lyndsey 
Hall, Leslie Belt and Raylin Hunt. 
n Thirty-two teams participated in the Crittenden County 
Relay for Life that raised nearly $60,000 for cancer re-
search and education. 
n Marion City Council set in motion plans to remove Mar-
ion’s parking meters, many of which were inoperable. Mar-
ion Mayor Mickey Alexander also encouraged the council 
to begin pursuing alternate drinking water source from 
Crittenden-Livingston Water District. 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
June 19, 1975 
n Rev. Charles Brantley began serving the Salem-Hamp-
ton Methodist churches. 
n Donnie Beavers, a member of the Teen Club, was rec-
ognized as Reserve Junior Champion for his Hereford 
heifer calf at the 4-H Beef Heifer Show. 
n Fifth- and sixth-grade students from Crittenden County 
attending Camp Currie were Don Head, Jim Hall, Bill 
Thornsbury, Grant Gibson, Steve Brantley, Porter Gibson, 
Stuart Collins, John Gibson, Robert Kirk, Darron Millikan, 
Roy Jennings, Ellis Simmons, Greg Crider, Chris Young, 
Scott Ray, Tracy Hunt, Nicky Jennings, Jeff Matz and John 
Martin. 
n Playing with his Crittenden County High School golf 
teammates, Tracy Brewer scored a hole-in-one on the par 
3 seventh hole at Marion Country Club. 
n Participants of Marion’s softball team competing in a 
nine-team league were Janet Loyd, Judy Belt, Anna 
Browning, Debbie Jepsen, Cindy Jepsen, Janice Johnson, 
Ramona Artman, Madeline Henderson, Debbie York, Lori 
Harris, Mona Kirk, Cherri Threlkeld, Molly Asbridge, Cheryl 
Hina, Sherri Martin and Connie Gilland. They were 
coached by Gary Kirk and Tommy Hughes. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 
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STAFF REPORT 
Marion City Council 

heard from health profes-
sionals and others Monday 
night as it began probing 
kratom sales at local con-
venience stores. 

The herbal substance, 
sometimes referred to as 
“gas station heroin,” has 
been available in Marion 
and across Kentucky with-
out significant oversight. It 
is legally sold in pill or 
powder form near energy 
drinks and supplements. 

Healthcare specialists 
Laura Harris Wood and 
Kaitlin Loveless from Liv-
ingston Hospital addressed 
the council, sharing both 
risks and potential benefits 
associated with kratom 
use. 

“It’s not regulated. A 10-
, 11- or 12-year-old could 
walk in and get it,” said 
Wood, a Marion resident 
and nurse practitioner. 
“That’s not good, especially 
because of the addiction 
risks.” 

Loveless added that 
kratom acts as a stimulant 
in small doses but can 
mimic opiates in larger 
amounts. She noted some 
people use it in recovery, 
but its unregulated status 
poses safety concerns. 

“It doesn’t show up on 
standard five- or seven-
panel drug tests,” Wood 
said. “And people can get 

hooked on it.” 
Kentucky healthcare 

professionals and organi-
zations have issued warn-
ings about kratom, and a 
few states have banned the 
substance altogether. It is 
not approved by the FDA. 

A representative from a 
local convenience store 
told council members that 
kratom is kept behind the 
counter and that buyers 
must be 21, with ID re-
quired and scanned at 
purchase. 

Mayor D’Anna Browning 
said the city will continue 
discussions to determine 
whether any local meas-
ures should or could be 
taken against the herbal 
supplement. 

“We don’t want to create 
another problem,” she 
said. 

Legal counsel Bart 
Frazer added that current 
enforcement or state regu-
lations, such as ID require-
ments, are enforced 
through civil, not criminal, 
means. The mayor sug-
gested that more research 
be done by City Adminis-
trator Diane Ford-Ben-
ningfield and the city’s 
lawyer. The city adminis-
trator said kratom is sold 
at three places in town. 

“We will further discuss 
this matter at a later time, 
once we get more informa-
tion,” Browning said.

City officials looking 
into kratom in town
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Over the course of the 
years my prayer life has 
ebbed and 昀owed like the 
tides in the Bay of Fun-
dy (location of the most 
extreme tides 
in the world). 
There have been 
stretches when 
it was so dif昀-
cult to pray that 
I nearly gave up. 
There have been 
times when des-
perate prayers 
poured out of 
the depths. 
There have been 
times when 
prayer was easy, 
if ever it is truly 
easy. 

On re昀ection, 
what is remark-
able is that 
the ebbs and 
昀ows have not 
been concordant with the 
highs and lows of my life. 
I suspect that this is be-
cause prayer is not based 
upon how life is going but 
whether I am choosing 
to practice the discipline 
of communing with God. 
What I pray is affected by 
the immediacy of my life, 
but the depth or quantity 
is not. Nor does it seem 
to be affected by how my 
prayers are answered. 
For some this may sound 

strange, especially if you 
are gifted with prayer.

It helps me to remember 
that prayer is a discipline. 
It requires practice and 

study just like 
any other disci-
pline, spiritual 
or otherwise. 
It requires us 
to continue to 
grow in knowl-
edge and wis-
dom. It helps 
to remember 
that prayer 
moves far be-
yond the hori-
zon of my life, 
my needs, and 
my wants. This 
helps because 
a self-centered 
prayer life leads 
to the same 
pitfalls as a 
self-centered 

life in general. 
Prayer has no limit be-

yond the limits that we 
place on it. Some of these 
limits are due to our mor-
tality and 昀niteness. Some 
are due to our inability 
to see beyond ourselves. 
Some are because we run 
out of words. All these lim-
itations have a remedy if 
we allow ourselves to push 
beyond our comfort. The 
physical and spiritual re-
sources are immense if we 

do not limit ourselves.
This is not about praying 

for miracles, which may be 
among the most common 
prayers outside of formal 
worship times. This is not 
about limiting God – he is 
not the limiting factor. It is 
me. Do I pray for that per-
son? Do I pray for God to 
judge a nation or someone 
who has harmed another? 
Do I pray for science to be 
genuine in truth seeking? 
Wisdom in how Christians 
respond to each other’s 
responses to LGBTQ+? 
Human rights? Praying for 
both sides in war? Chris-
tians have prayed such 
prayers for centuries.

Paul wrote to Titus 
about setting things in or-
der in the church on the is-
land of Crete. He had some 
strong words for those who 
were working against him. 
He said something about 
character that is import-
ant when praying – or do-
ing anything else, “To the 
pure all things are pure, 
but to the corrupt and un-
believing nothing is pure; 
their very minds and con-
sciences are corrupted.” 
(Titus 1:15, RSV). If we are 
pure in heart, we can say 
what we like during prayer 
because nothing impure, 
corrupting, or hurtful will 
come out of us. A high 

standard.
Anyone familiar with 

what the Bible says knows 
that we are to pray for our 
enemies, the king (presi-
dent) and ruling author-
ities. We are to pray for a 
“peaceable” life. We are to 
pray for each other. The 
Psalms have some strong 
words prayed concerning 
enemies. They can be hard 
to read, but what they are 
doing is expressing to God 
the deepest of emotion and 
then leaving it up to Him to 
do what He will.

I 昀nd it helpful to 昀nd 
the prayers of people who 
have lived through dif昀cult 
times and had the grace to 
write their prayers for us 

to read today. Some have 
found their way into our 
regular worship. Others 
have been preserved and 
translated for us. 

Here is a prayer of an 
early Christian (昀rst gen-
eration after the apostles) 
who was eventually mar-
tyred for his faith. “May 
God the Father, and the 
Eternal High Priest Jesus 
Christ, build us up in faith 
and truth and love, and 
grant to us our portion 
among the saints with all 
those who believe on our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We pray 
for all saints, for kings and 
rulers, for the enemies of 
the Cross of Christ, and 
for ourselves we pray that 

our fruit may abound and 
we may be made perfect 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.” (Polycarp)

Other good sources are 
from outside our culture 
and faith tradition. The 
variance in prayer from 
one denomination to an-
other can be striking. 
Add to that language and 
culture and the words ex-
pressed to God are nearly 
limitless. Pray to the limit 
– then keep going. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Praying requires practice, study and growth



Stories reveal locals’ tasty fruits

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

When I receive my 昀rst 
fruit, vegetable and 昀ow-
er catalog in the mail 
in the spring, it always 
gives me a renewed spir-
it that spring isn’t 
too far away. But 
this year I didn’t 
receive any, only 
ads for hearing 
aids, health bro-
chures and other 
depressing items. 
But then I hadn’t 
ordered anything 
from these cat-
alogs for several 
years. Postage be-
came too expen-
sive. It’s fun to 
look back in the 
past of how or-
chards and other 
fruity items were 
so popular and 
added tasteful 
memories for our lives. 

Crittenden County, 
many years ago, had 
some 昀ne fruit producing 
orchards and many sto-
ries to tell about the size 
and quality of the fruit 
grown.  

–––
Wheeler’s Peach Pie 

There is a legend about 
Crittenden County’s 昀rst 
peach pie. It was told by 
the late R. F. Wheeler. It 
goes like this.

When I was a boy under 
10, in the late 1870s, my 
father told the tradition of 
the 昀rst peach pie in Crit-
tenden County, as was 
told to him by my grand-
father, John Wheeler. I 
think, but am not sure, 
that the pie was made by 
the folks of Mose Shelby, 
brother of Isaac Shelby, 
the 昀rst governor of Ken-
tucky.  Mose Shelby and 
John Wheeler, my grand-
father, had served togeth-
er in the Revolutionary 
War.  In after years they 
migrated to Kentucky and 
settled near each other in 
what is now Crittenden 
County.  As was custom-
ary, they planted fruit 
trees the 昀rst year, that 
the wait for fruit might 
not be long delayed.

One of their peach 
trees, thriving best, bore 
a few peaches before the 
others. There seemed to 
be enough, if all could 
be saved, to make a pie. 
The peaches were closely 
watched. No one, black 
or white was allowed to 
touch them.

In late summer, when 
they were good and ripe, 
the peaches were gath-
ered and a pie made on 
Saturday evening. At last 
the lid was taken off the 
dutch oven in which the 
cobbler had been baked.  
The young folks all gath-
ered around to view the 
tempting pie, something 
they had not seen since 

leaving their North Caro-
lina homes several years 
before. To say they were 
ready to start on the pie 
might be deemed an un-

derstatement.
But it was 

suggested, and 
agreed to, that 
a hot cobbler 
was not so good 
as a cold one. 
They decided 
to set it away to 
cool overnight, 
so that the 
Sabbath could 
be celebrated 
by eating it the 
next morning.  

 Accord-
ingly, the dutch 
oven was set in 
the cabin win-
dow to cool out 
through the 

night. During the night 
an old cow, rummaging 
about the yard, came 
across the delicious aro-
ma of the peaches, found 
the pie and ate it. So the 
昀rst peach pie wasn’t 
enjoyed by the human 
hands that made it, but 
was savored by the family 
cow.  

I wonder if her milk was 
sweeter the next day, or 
bitter, from the memory of 
the family that dreamed 
of that peach cobbler.

–––
Brownie Moore’s Black-

berry Cobbler
Here is a true story 

shared with me by the 
late Miss Helen Moore It’s 
titled “The Blackberry 
Cobbler.”  Brownie Moore 
was her father.

Brownie Moore stood 
beside the kitchen table 
as he was being tantalized 
by the delicious smell of a 
blackberry cobbler that 
had just been taken out 
of the oven. Brownie had 
gotten up early that June 
morning and picked the 
blackberries.  Now he 
could hardly wait to taste 
the pie.

Just then the slave 
boy, who was supposed 
to keep a lookout during 
the day for raiders, came 
running into the kitchen 
saying riders were seen 
coming. It was Brownie 
and the slave boy’s job to 
take what stock they had 
left to the woods behind 
the house and hide them 
there until the raiders 
were gone.

Brownie started out 
the door to help hide the 
animals, when he turned 
and ran back in the kitch-
en and grabbed up the 
blackberry cobbler say-
ing, “I’m not going to let 
any raiders have my pie,” 
and off he ran with his 
prized blackberry cobbler. 

The raiders came and 
searched the house. They 

emptied out the 昀our 
barrel and found the sil-
ver that Brownie’s moth-
er, Nancy, had hidden 
in the bottom of it. One 
of the men said, “Won’t 
you women ever learn 
that the 昀our barrel is 
the 昀rst place we look for 
valuables? All you wom-
en hide your silver in the 
bottom of a barrel.”

The raiders took all the 
food and valuables they 
could 昀nd, but Brownie 
had saved his blackberry 
cobbler.

–––
Brantley Peaches

Another family histo-
ry passed down through 
generation of Brantley 
families in Crittenden 
County is that one of the 
wives of an early Brant-
ley family moving to 
Kentucky from Georgia 
brought peach seeds with 
her in her apron pocket. 
These Brantley families 
lived in the Fish Trap-
Cave Spring area.  

The Brantley peach-
es were well known in 
the early 1900s as docu-

mented in The Crittenden 
Press.  In The Critten-
den Press in September 
of 1904, Lorenzo Dow 
Brantley of Gladstone 
had an ad saying, “Brant-
ley peaches for sale to be 
ripe by the middle of Sep-
tember enough to supply 
the town. Wait and get the 
best.” 

In September of 1913, 
The Press tells us that 
Zeke Hughes brought 
some of the 昀nest Brant-
ley peaches to town we 
have ever seen.  They 
measure 10 ½ inches in 
circumference and were 
as perfect as one ever sees 
anywhere on the globe.    

–––
Stone’s Apple Orchard
Dan W. Stone of the 

Tolu area is reported to 
have had another of the 
昀nest apple orchards 
in the county. When it 
came to canned apples 
that have the looks, 昀avor 
and taste, he is reported 
to have excelled other or-
chardists along that line. 
Stone reports that he has 
50 acres in apple trees 
and he 昀gures that if the 
trees where planted in a 
single row it would reach 
more than 12 miles. He 
has not failed to have a 
good crop of apples in 
nine years.

 The late Mona 
McDaniel, who is the great 
niece of Dan Stone, re-
membered the large apple 
orchard and the cannery 
located in the orchard. 
Every fall people would 
come and help pick, peel 
and can the apples.  The 
apple trees are all gone 
now just as the old roads 
leading to the orchard 
from S.R. 723 have disap-
peared through time.

–––
Nunn’s Apple Orchard
Another large apple 

orchard was that of Dr. 
Frederick W. Nunn. He 
even had a sorter which 
would automatically se-
lect the different sizes of 
apples.  A representative 
of The Press visited the 
Nunn orchard a mile or so 
from Marion in November 
of 1926 and saw basket 
after basket of Starks De-
licious, Black Twig, Wine-
saps and several other 
昀ne varieties packed and 
ready for the cold storage 
warehouses.  

Dr. Nunn’s packing 
plant was of extensive 
proportions. In this build-
ing there was a sorter 
into which the apples 
were dumped as they 
were brought in from the 
trucks. An endless belt 
carried the fruit along, 
and the culls were picked 
out before they reached 
the stations where the 
sorting was done for size.  
The arrangement for sort-
ing into sizes was quite an 
ingenious one. At the side 
of the trough, the bot-
tom of which was formed 
by the conveyor, there 
were slots of various siz-
es, the 昀rst one being for 
the smaller apples, then 
a lightly larger one, and 
son on, thus sorting the 
applies for uniformity of 
size.  Operators stationed 
at these slots see that the 
correct sizes go through 
and into the proper bas-
kets. The power for the 
sorter was furnished by 
an oil engine.

After sorting, the apples 
were packed into baskets 
to either be taken to mar-
ket or for storage, as mar-
ket conditions would jus-
tify. Under the packing 
plant was a storage cellar 
which would hold many 
hundreds of bushels of 
apples.  

Nunn’s Orchard was lo-
cated on Chapel Hill Rd.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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This picture of Dan Stone’s apple orchard was taken 
during the early 1900s. Stone had a cannery located at 
the orchard that people could use to can their apples. 

This ad appeared in The 
Crittenden Press for Dr. 
Frederick Nunn’s apples 
and cider.



for sale
Used dining table with leaf and 
6 chairs, in good condition. 
Asking $200. Call Bettie Travis, 
(270) 969-8175. (1t-24-p)

real estate
For Sale by Owner: Commer-
cial building located at 73 Nich-
ols Ave., Marion, Ky. 60x100 
with heat and air, 2 of昀ce 
spaces and bathroom. Contact 
(770) 527-0910. $265,000-Ne-
gotiable. Possible owner 昀-
nancing. (4t-27-p)

employment
SEEKING Marketing & Pro-
motions Specialist: Hybrid 
Position, 昀exible hours, local 
company with 100+ years 
of success. An established, 
community-rooted company is 
seeking a quali昀ed individual 
to lead initiatives in marketing, 
advertising, promotions, and 
sales support across the re-
gion. Ideal Candidate Pro昀le: 
Pro昀cient in or highly motivat-
ed to learn social media mar-
keting. Creative, self-starting, 
and highly organized, Strong 
writing skills with an ability to 
develop engaging marketing 
copy, Professional demeanor 
with an outgoing personality 
and drive to grow, Able to work 
both independently and col-
laboratively. Position Details: 
Part-time or Full-time, Work-
from-home & in-of昀ce hybrid, 
Compensation commensu-
rate with experience. This is a 
great opportunity to grow with 
a long-standing business while 
helping shape its brand and 
outreach for the future. Submit 
your resume and letter appli-
cation to JOB OPENING, PO 
Box 191B, Marion, KY 42064 
or email to EarlyBird@the-
press.com. (1t-24)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 724-
4672, Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-28-p)

notices
\\Donations for the upkeep of 
Old Mt. Zion Cemetery may 
be sent to: Old Mt. Zion Cem-
etery may be sent to: Old Mt. 
Zion Cemetery, ℅ Colleen 
Harbour, 246 Cotton Patch 
Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(1t-24-p)

No hunting or trespassing on 
Don Herrin Farms LLC. WIll 
prosecute. (42-tfc).

bid notice
The Crittenden County Board 
of Education is accepting 
sealed bids for the following 
lots:
Lot 1: 125 - Wood Top Student 
Tables; Lot 2: 12 - Wood Ta-
bles; Lot 3: 16 - Wood Chairs; 
Lot 4: 2 - Small File Cabinets; 
Lot 5: 2 - Large File Cabinets; 
Lot 6: 2 - 2 Door Metal Cabi-
nets; Lot 7: 9 - Teacher’s Desks
Lot 8: 3 - Misc. Rectangle Cart 
and Tables; Lot 9: 1 - Corrosive 
Metal Cab; Lot 10: 1 - Flam-
mable Metal Cab; Lot 11: Box 
of Dictionaries. Sealed bids 
must be submitted to CCBOE 
at 601 West Elm Street, Mar-
ion, Kentucky 42064, by Fri-
day, June 27, 2025 at 1 p.m. at 
which time they will be opened. 
Sealed bids must include the 
lot numbers) for which you are 
bidding. For more information, 
contact Brian Kirby at 270-704-
1166. Crittenden County Board 
of Education reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids. 
(1t-24-c)

legal notices
COMMONWEALTH OF 

KENTUCKY
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT
CASE NO. 24-CI-00087

METROPOLITAN LIFE IN-
SURANCE COMPANY  

PLAINTIFF
v.

THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
DEVISEE, LEGATEES

OF BOBBY L. BELT, DE-
CEASED; WENDY L. 

BELT; UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF WENDY L. BELT,

IF ANY; BOBBY L. BELT, JR.; 
BETH BELT;

SHAWN C. BELT; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF

SHAWN C. BELT, IF ANY; 
MICHELLE A. 

WATSON; DONNY WATSON 
A/K/A DONALD

WATSON; ASSET ACCEP-
TANCE, LLC; LVNV

FUNDING LLC, 
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to a Judgment and 
Order of Sale and to satisfy the 
judgment of the Plaintiff in the 
above styled action, the Com-
missioner will offer for sale 
on or about the hour of 10:00 
a.m., Monday June 30th, 2025, 
at public auction to the highest 
bidder at the Crittenden County 
Of昀ce Complex at 200 Industri-
al Drive (the Crittenden County 
Courthouse being under dem-
olition), Marion, Kentucky, the 
following described property:
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 705 
Chadd Street, Marion, Ken-

tucky  42064
PARCEL NO.: 058-80-03-
010.00
THE FOLLOWING DE-
SCRIBED PROPERTY, TO-
WIT:
LOT NO. 10 IN GREGORY 
SUB-DIVISION NO.1 AS 
SHOWN UPON A PLAT IN 
DEED BOOK 95, PAGE 475 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK OF THE CRITTEN-
DEN COUNTY COURT.
THIS PROPERTY IS CON-
VEYED SUBJECT TO ALL 
RESTRICTIONS AND COV-
ENANTS RECORDED IN 
DEED BOOK 109, PAGE 
574, IN THE AFORESAID 
CLERK’S OFFICE. BEING 
THE SAME FEE SIMPLE 
PROPERTY CONVEYED BY 
DEED FROM MOTT AND 
SONS LUMBER COMPA-
NY, INC., ORGANIZED AND 
EXISTING UNDER THE 
LAWS OF THE STATE OF 
KENTUCKY, BY WILLARD 
MOTT, PRESIDENT TO BOB-
BY L. BELT AND JOANN 
BELT, HUSBAND AND WIFE, 
JOINT TENANTS, DATED 
12/06/1973 RECORDED ON 
12/08/1973 IN BOOK 114, 
PAGE 637 IN CRITTENDEN 
COUNTY RECORDS, COM-
MONWEALTH OF KY.
ALL REFERENCES HERE-
IN TO THE CRITTENDEN 
COUNTY COURT CLERK’S 
OFFICE. 
THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY CONVEYED 
HEREIN WAS PROVIDED 
TO THE DRAFTSMAN BY 
THE PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX-
ISTING EASEMENTS
Terms:  The following terms 
are in effect unless otherwise 
mentioned above:
At the time of sale, the suc-
cessful bidder shall either pay 
full cash or make a deposit of 
ten percent (10%) of the pur-
chase price with the balance 
on credit for thirty (30) days.  If 
the purchase price is not paid in 
full, the successful bidder shall 
execute a bond at the time of 
sale with suf昀cient surety to 
secure the unpaid balance of 
the purchase price.  The bond 
shall bear interest at the rate 
of 11.35200% per annum from 
the date of sale until paid.  In 
the event the successful bidder 
is one of the parties, they shall 
be allowed a credit against the 
purchase price of their pro rata 
interest and pay over to the 
Master Commissioner the bal-
ance and any costs of sale ap-
portioned to their interest in the 
property.  The purchaser shall 
be responsible for ad valorem 
taxes for the year 2025 and 
subsequent years.  No written 
bids are allowed and any an-
nouncements made at the sale 
take precedence over printed 
matter contained herein.  To 
the extent applicable, the prop-
erty will be sold subject to the 
statutory right of redemption.
The Master Commissioner 
does not warrant title.  The 
Master Commissioner only 
conveys pursuant to the  Judg-
ment and Order of Sale.  The 
successful bidder has 10 days 
after the sale to examine title 
and 昀le exceptions.
Dated this the 10th day  of 
June, 2025.
REBECCA J. JOHNSON
MASTER COMMISSIONER
217 WEST BELLVILLE 
STREET
P.O. BOX 415
MARION, KY 42064
270-965-2222 (1t-24-c)

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY

CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 
COURT

CASE NO. 24-CI-00016
WILMINGTON SAV-

INGS FUND SOCIETY, 
FSB, NOT IN            

PLAINTIFF
ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, 

BUT SOLELY AS LEGAL
TITLE TRUSTEE FOR BCAT 

2019-22TT
vs.

UNKNOWN SPOUSE, IF 
ANY, OF BETTY WALKER 

UNKNOWN HEIRS, LEGA-
TEES, DEVISEES,

EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRA-
TORS AND ASSIGNS AND
THEIR SPOUSES, IF ANY, 

OF BETTY WALKER
CRITTENDEN COUNTY 

DEFENDANTS
NOTICE OF SALE

Pursuant to a Judgment and 
Order of Sale and to satisfy the 
judgment of the Plaintiff in the 
above styled action, the Com-
missioner will offer for sale 
on or about the hour of 10:10 
a.m., Monday June, 30, 2025, 
at public auction to the high-
est bidder at the Crittenden 
County Of昀ce Complex at 200 
Industrial Drive (the Crittenden 
County Courthouse being un-

der construction), Marion, Ken-
tucky, the following described 
property:
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 2641 
State Route 365, Sturgis, KY 
42459
PARCEL NO.: 077-00-00-
002.03
A certain tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in Crittenden 
County, Kentucky, on the water 
of Hoods Creek, and bounded 
and described as follows:
BEGINNING at a stake on 
the West side of KY. 365, said 
stake being 30 feet from center 
of road and 36 feet North of the 
center of an 18 inch concrete 
pipe crossing said road, also 
being about 0.7 miles North of 
Baker Church and about 2.5 
miles North of US 60 and be-
ing a new corner; thence with 
said highway 
S 40-3/4 E 306 feet to a stake, 
being 45 feet from the center of 
the highway and on the East 
side of an old road and corner 
to J.D. Russell; thence with the 
East side of the old road and 
Russell’s line due South 232 
feet to a stake, S 15 ¼ E 208 
feet to a stake, S 29 ½ E 288 
feet to a 12 inch hickory on the 
West side of the old road and 
corner to E.O. Phillips; thence 
with his line N. 86 ¼ W passing 
said Phillips and Orbie Walk-
er’s corner then continuing 
with Walker’s line 428 feet to 
a stake, a new corner and in 
the East line of a 40 feet R.E.A. 
power line easement; thence 
with said easement N 9 W 700 
feet to a stake on the North 
side of a draw, a new corner; 
thence with another new divi-
sion line N 36 ½ E 243 feet to 
the beginning containing 6.04 
acres by survey, as surveyed 
by Billy J. May, Surveyor, LS 
878, on March 9, 1974, and a 
plat as made by said surveyor 
is attached to this Deed and 
made 1 A part hereof, and to 
be recorded herewith.
If the right of way for highway 
365 is 60 feet in width all along 
the frontage of; this property, 
then it would appear that as 
the 昀rst call is 30 feet from the 
center of the highway and the 
second call is 45 feet from the 
center of the highway and if 
there is any land belonging to 
昀rst parties between the 
said, highway and the 昀rst line 
of this survey which is 306 feet 
long, and if 昀rst parties own any 
land between the highway and 
this line of 306 feet long, then 
昀rst parties do hereby convey 
any and all land which they 
own between the highway and 
this boundary line of 306 feet.
SOURCE OF TITLE:  This 
being the same property con-
veyed to Bobby Walker and 
Betty Walker, husband and 
wife, jointly with right of survi-
vorship, from Aubrey Phillips 
and his wife, Sue Phillips, by 
Deed dated 03/23/1974, re-
corded 03/30/1974 in Book 
115 Page 494, Crittenden 
County Clerk’s Records, and 
being know as 2641 State 
Route 365, Sturgis, KY 42459.  
The said Bobby Walker died on 
January 3, 1994.  Pursuant to 
the survivorship clause of the 
above referenced Deed, all 
interest, right and title became 
solely vested to Betty Walker 
upon the death of Bobby Walk-
er.  The said Betty Walker died 
on September 23, 2022.
ALL REFERENCES HERE-
IN TO THE CRITTENDEN 
COUNTY COURT CLERK’S 
OFFICE. 
THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY CONVEYED 
HEREIN WAS PROVIDED 
TO THE DRAFTSMAN BY 
THE PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX-
ISTING EASEMENTS
Terms:  The following terms 
are in effect unless otherwise 
mentioned above:
At the time of sale, the suc-
cessful bidder shall either pay 
full cash or make a deposit of 
ten percent (10%) of the pur-
chase price with the balance 
on credit for thirty (30) days.  In 
the event the Plaintiff is the suc-
cessful purchaser, any deposit 
or sale bond shall be waived, 
and Plaintiff shall be entitled to 
a credit of its judgment against 
the purchase price and shall 
only be obligated to pay the 
court costs, fees, and costs 
of the Master Commission-
er and any real estate taxes 
payable pursuant to the Order 
of Sale.  Any other party who 
is the successful purchaser of 
the property may take credit 
against any judgment in that 
party’s favor against the Defen-
dant(s) property owner for the 
required deposit and purchase 
price to the extent that the sale 
price is suf昀cient to pay such 
judgment considering the pri-
orities and amounts previously 

adjudicated in the action.  The 
purchaser shall be responsible 
for ad valorem taxes for the 
year 2025.  No written bids are 
allowed and any announce-
ments made at the sale take 
precedence over printed mat-
ter contained herein.  To the 
extent applicable, the property 
will be sold subject to the statu-
tory right of redemption.
The Master Commissioner 
does not warrant title.  The 
Master Commissioner only 
conveys pursuant to the  Judg-
ment and Order of Sale.  The 
successful bidder has 10 days 
after the sale to examine title 
and 昀le exceptions.
Dated this the 10th day of 
June, 2025.
REBECCA J. JOHNSON
MASTER COMMISSIONER
217 WEST BELLVILLE 
STREET
P.O. BOX 415
MARION, KENTUCKY 42064
270-965-2222 (1t-24-c)

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY

CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 
COURT

CASE NO. 24-CI-00064
DOT CAPITAL INVEST-

MENTS, LLC
PLAINTIFF

v.
ZELVIN GARTH FALLING-

WATER
DAVID L. TADDICKEN

UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
ZELVIN GARTH FALLING-

WATER
UNKOWN SPOUSE OF 
DAVID L. TADDICKEN

UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS 
OF 1951 SR 91 N.

CRITTENDENCOUNTY, 
KENTUCKY

LVNV FUNDING, LLC
PALISADES COLLECTION, 

LLC
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to a Judgment and 
Order of Sale and to satisfy the 
judgment of the Plaintiff in the 
above styled action, the Com-
missioner will offer for sale on 
or about the hour of 10:00 a.m., 
Tuesday July 8, 2025, at public 
auction to the highest bidder at 
the Crittenden County Of昀ce 
Complex at 200 Industrial Drive 
(the Crittenden County Court-
house being under construc-
tion), Marion, Kentucky, the fol-
lowing described property:
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 1951 
State Route 91 N., Marion KY, 
42064
PIDN NO.: 057-00-00-027.00
A certain tract or parcel of land 
situated in Crittenden Coun-
ty, Kentucky near Freedom 
Church, bounded and de-
scribed as follows:
BEGINNING at a stake or 
stone in the west line of Ollie 
James State Highway, corner 
to Sunderland, and corner to 
small tract of land conveyed to 
R. S. Richardson, by Gladys 
Graves; running thence with a 
line of said survey S 55 W 9 ½ 
poles to a stone, corner to said 
survey, and said Sunderland, 
Ellis Nesbitt and said Richard-
son; thence with a line of same 
S 44 ½ W 43 poles to a stone 
in said line, a division corner; 
thence with a division line S 
45 E 18 ½ poles to a stake or 
stone, a division corner; thence 
with a division line N 44 ½ E 47 
½ poles to a stake or stone in 
west line of said highway, divi-
sion corner; thence with west 
line of said highway N 21 W 18 
¼ poles to the beginning, con-
taining 5 ½ acres more or less 
as shown on plat.
SOURCE OF TITLE:  Being 
the same property conveyed to 
Earnestine Earls, Zelvin Garth 
Fallingwater, and David L. Tad-
dicken by Deed dated January 
23, 2002, of record in Deed 
Book 191, Page 609, in the 
Of昀ce of the Crittenden County 
Clerk.  Said property is subject 
to any valid restrictions and/or 
easements of record in said 
Clerk’s Of昀ce.
As evidenced by an obituary 
at the website of the Myers 
Funeral Home of Marion, Ken-
tucky, Earnestine Earls died on 
November 18, 2017.  By vir-
tue of the survivorship clause 
in the above described Deed, 
upon her death, her interest in 
the property passed to Zelvin 
Garth Fallingwater, and David 
L. Taddicken.
ALL REFERENCES HERE-
IN TO THE CRITTENDEN 
COUNTY COURT CLERK’S 
OFFICE. 
 THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY CONVEYED 
HEREIN WAS PROVIDED 
TO THE DRAFTSMAN BY 
THE PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX-
ISTING EASEMENTS
Terms:  The following terms are 
in effect unless otherwise men-
tioned above:

At the time of sale, the suc-
cessful bidder shall either pay 
full cash or make a deposit of 
ten percent (10%) of the pur-
chase price with the balance 
on credit for thirty (30) days.  If 
the purchase price is not paid in 
full, the successful bidder shall 
execute a bond at the time of 
sale with suf昀cient surety to se-
cure the unpaid balance of the 
purchase price.  The bond shall 
bear interest at the rate of 6% 
from the date of sale until paid.  
In the event the successful bid-
der is one of the parties, they 
shall be allowed a credit against 
the purchase price of their pro 
rata interest and pay over to the 
Master Commissioner the bal-
ance and any costs of sale ap-
portioned to their interest in the 
property.  The purchaser shall 
be responsible for ad valorem 
taxes for the year 2024 and 
subsequent years.  No written 
bids are allowed and any an-
nouncements made at the sale 
take precedence over printed 
matter contained herein.  To the 
extent applicable, the property 
will be sold subject to the statu-
tory right of redemption.
The Master Commissioner 
does not warrant title.  The 
Master Commissioner only 
conveys pursuant to the Judg-
ment and Order of Sale.  The 
successful bidder has 10 days 
after the sale to examine title 
and 昀le exceptions.
Dated this the 10th day of June, 
2025.
REBECCA J. JOHNSON
MASTER COMMISSIONER
217 WEST BELLVILLE 
STREET
P.O. BOX 415
 MARION, KENTUCKY 42064
270-965-2222 (1t-24-c)

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY

CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 
COURT

CASE NO. 24-CI-00009
BAILEAH BARNES (now 

COLLYER) 
PLAINTIFFS/

CRUCE COLLYER COUNT-
ER-DEFENDANTS

v.
VALERIE BOWERS

ESTATE OF GLENDA 
BARNES

(FORMERLY GUESS)
RICKY GUESS

MIDLAND FUNDING LLC
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), 

NA
CACV, INC.

TAX BRAKE KY, LLC
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to a Judgment and 
Order of Sale and to satisfy the 
judgment of the Plaintiff in the 
above styled action, the Com-
missioner will offer for sale on 
or about the hour of 10:20 a.m., 
Monday June 30, 2025, at pub-
lic auction to the highest bidder 
at the Crittenden County Of昀ce 
Complex at 200 Industrial Drive 
(the Crittenden County Court-
house being under demolition), 
Marion, Kentucky, the following 
described property:
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 341 
View Road, Marion, Kentucky, 
42064
PARCEL NO.: 023-00-00-
007.01
BEGINNING at an iron pin 
on the South side of the View 
Road, about 
0.25 mile East of U.S. 60, be-
ing 15 ft. from the center o the 
road, corner to Betty Hunter 
and at approximate Kentucky 
Coordinates (South zone) N. 
354,600 ft., E. 1,290,500 ft,; 
thence with Hunter’s line
S. 18 deg. 05 min. W. 260.10 
ft. to an iron pin in Jhe center 
of Dry Creek; thence with new 
lines and meandering down 
the center of the creek S. 77 
deg. 39 min. W. 50.27 ft., N. 78 
deg. 09 min. W. 37.32 昀., 
N. 53 deg. 12 min. W. 54.56 ft., 
S. 82 deg. 31 min. W. 40.66 昀., 
S. 31
deg. 37 min. W. 49.09 ft., S. 
81 deg. 42 min. W. 86.54 ft. 
to a point at the center of the 
intersection of the creek and a 
branch; thence generally with 

the center of the branch N. 39 
deg. 51 min. E. 378.42 ft. to 
an iron pin on the South side 
of the View Road, and being 
opposite the South end of an 
oval concrete pipe crossing 
the road; thence with the South 
side of the road S. 83 deg. 39 
min. E. 119.95 ft. to the begin-
ning, containing 1.13 acres by 
survey.
SOURCE OF TITLE:  This 
being the same property con-
veyed to Ricky A. Guess and 
wife, Glenda G. Guess, by 
Deed of Conveyance from 
C.R. Wring, Jr. et ux dated the 
11th day of May, 1993, and of 
record in Deed Book 165, at 
Page 496;
Subsequently, Ricky A. Guess 
and Glenda G. Guess dis-
solved their marriage and the 
survivorship provision in said 
Deed was void, and the parties 
held title as tenants in com-
mon.
Glenda G. Guess, now de-
ceased, died intestate and 
her one-half undivided interest 
vested in Valerie Bowers.  See 
Af昀davit of Descent of record in 
Deed Book 249, at Page 393.
Ricky A. Guess conveyed his 
one-half undivided interest to 
Baileah Barnes and Cruce 
Collyer by Deed dated May 9, 
2022 and recorded in Deed 
Book 245, at Page 628.  
Crittenden County Court 
Clerk’s Of昀ce.
ALL REFERENCES HERE-
IN TO THE CRITTENDEN 
COUNTY COURT CLERK’S 
OFFICE. 
 THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY CONVEYED 
HEREIN WAS PROVIDED 
TO THE DRAFTSMAN BY 
THE PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX-
ISTING EASEMENTS
Terms:  The following terms 
are in effect unless otherwise 
mentioned above:
At the time of sale, the suc-
cessful bidder shall either pay 
full cash or make a deposit 
of ten percent (10%) of the 
purchase price with the bal-
ance on credit for thirty (30) 
days.  If the purchase price is 
not paid in full, the successful 
bidder shall execute a bond at 
the time of sale with suf昀cient 
surety to secure the unpaid 
balance of the purchase price.  
The bond shall bear interest at 
the rate of 6% from the date of 
sale until paid.  In the event the 
successful bidder is one of the 
parties, they shall be allowed 
a credit against the purchase 
price of their pro rata interest 
and pay over to the Master 
Commissioner the balance 
and any costs of sale appor-
tioned to their interest in the 
property.  The purchaser shall 
be responsible for ad valorem 
taxes for the year 2025 and 
subsequent years.  No written 
bids are allowed and any an-
nouncements made at the sale 
take precedence over printed 
matter contained herein.  To 
the extent applicable, the prop-
erty will be sold subject to the 
statutory right of redemption.
The Master Commissioner 
does not warrant title.  The 
Master Commissioner only 
conveys pursuant to the  Judg-
ment and Order of Sale.  The 
successful bidder has 10 days 
after the sale to examine title 
and 昀le exceptions.
Dated this the 10th day of 
June, 2025. 
REBECCA J. JOHNSON
MASTER COMMISSIONER
217 WEST BELLVILLE 
STREET
P.O. BOX 415
MARION, KENTUCKY 42064
270-965-2222 (1t-24-c)
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STAFF REPORT 
Penalties for violating 

Marion’s animal control 
laws could soon be signif-
icantly steeper if the city 
council grants final ap-
proval next month to 
amendments to animal 
control ordinances. The 
changes aim to 
strengthen enforcement 
and discourage repeat of-
fenses, especially for dan-
gerous animals and 
public nuisances. 

The ordinance, which 
amends fines outlined in 
Chapter 90 of the city’s 
code, raises penalties 
across several categories. 
The maximum fine for vi-
olations of §90.02 (Ani-
mals Running at Large), 
§90.03 (Abandoning Do-
mestic Animals) and 
§90.05 (Keeping Hogs) in-
creases fivefold from $20 
to $100 per offense. 

Violations under 
§90.08, which covers 
noise disturbances 
caused by habitual bark-
ing or howling, will carry 
penalties between $50 
and $150 per incident. 
Previously, fines ranged 
from $10 to $25. 

The most serious in-
fractions, those involving 
dangerous animals 
(§90.06) and public nui-
sances (§90.07), will now 

draw fines of up to $500, 
doubling the former cap 
of $250. These sections 
cover threats to public 
safety and behaviors 
such as aggressive ani-
mal conduct and chronic 
disturbances like chasing 
vehicles or damaging 
property. 

The ordinance also 
clarifies that fines apply 
per animal and are cu-
mulative. Each day a vio-
lation continues will be 

treated as a separate of-
fense, potentially com-
pounding penalties for 
noncompliance. 

The city’s revised 
penalties reflect growing 
concern about compli-
ance with local animal 
control measures, includ-
ing the leash law, and 
provide law enforcement 
and city officials with 
greater authority to ad-
dress persistent prob-
lems.

WARDEN 
Continued from page 1 

ous type of job, he ex-
plained, now it’s more pa-
perwork, body cams, GPS 
tracking and compliance 
audits. Still, he calls it 
one of the best careers he 
could have had. 

Conway grew up in a 
family where hunting and 
fishing were a way of life. 

“My dad came from 
eastern Kentucky where 
he lived off what he killed 
or caught. He brought 
that to our family here in 
western Kentucky.” 

Conway recalls his 
early days in wildlife en-
forcement most fondly, 
when his job meant put-
ting on boots and walking 
miles through the back-
country to check deer 
camps, look for illegal 
turkey baiting or monitor 
activity on WMA land.  

“In the spring, I might 
log over 100 miles on my 
boots before turkey sea-
son even started,” he 
said. 

Conway saw his role 
evolve over time from en-
forcing game laws the 
old-fashion way to some-
thing a bit different as so-
ciety changed. While he 
often felt it was the best 
law enforcement job 
available, he said the role 
eventually changed so 
much that “the job out-
grew me.”  

“We started hiring guys 
who had never hunted or 
fished but had drug en-
forcement experience,” 
Conway said.  

Keeping drugs out of 
outdoor spaces and en-
forcing aeronautical 
drone regulations are im-
portant, he concedes, but 
says such policing activi-
ties had become too 
much a part of the mis-
sion. 

Conway dealt with 
everything from unli-
censed hunters to illegal 
turkey baiters, but also 
endured tense moments. 
Once, while investigating 
possible poachers on KY 
855, a suspect tried to 

run him over with a 
truck. He’s also pulled 
drowning victims from 
local lakes, memories 
that never left him. 

“Some things you don’t 
forget. I remember my 
first citation, my first ar-
rest and I still dream 
about that first drown-
ing,” he said. 

A typical year followed 
the rhythm of the sea-
sons from deer and doves 
in the fall, to duck and 
small game in winter and 
lake patrols ramping up 
by Memorial Day. 

“Fridays, Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays, I 
was on the water,” he 
said. 

On the lakes things 
changed over the years, 
Conway said. Boaters 
seem to be more cautious 
these days, particularly 
when it comes to young 
children wearing life jack-
ets. Working the lakes, 
out on a patrol boat for 
long hours in the hot sun 
wasn’t ideal for a fellow 
who enjoyed slipping 
around the shadows of a 
big woods looking for bad 
actors on the wildlife 
scene. It was more like 
being a highway patrol-
man, he said. Not his fa-
vorite part of the job. 

Though he enjoyed 
most of the work, Con-
way said the job took a 
toll. Technology changed 
the game, and not in 
ways he liked. It went 
from stomping through 
the woods to tracking 
points of contact on an 
app, he said. 

“Being a game warden 
gave way to paperwork 
and reports, documenta-
tion we had to do,” he 
said. 

People, too, changed. 
He said there doesn’t 
seem to be a respect 
today for the green-uni-
formed warden or wildlife 
officer like it was when he 
was a child. He fondly re-
members some of the 
county’s previous conser-
vation officers like Rip 
Wheeler, Doug Travis, 
Denver Tabor and Tony 

Collins, who is the only 
one still living. 

Despite an evolution in 
the game warden’s role, 
Conway holds great fond-
ness for the profession.  

“It’s been a great job, 
and I always answered 
my calls. I wanted to 
serve Crittenden 
County,” he said. 

Conway’s departure 
leaves a hole. And it won’t 
be filled anytime soon. 

Capt. Dustin Mullins, 
regional supervisor for 
Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife, confirmed that 
Crittenden County won’t 
be assigned a new game 
warden until at least 
2028. Of 30 new cadets 
currently in training, 
none are slated for Crit-

tenden in the short term. 
Nearby counties like 
Union, Livingston, Hen-
derson and Webster are 
also without a conserva-
tion officer. Only four ac-
tive wardens currently 
cover all of western Ken-
tucky. 

Until that changes, lo-
cals may notice the ab-
sence of the man in 
green, once seen walking 
out of the weeds, quietly 
showing up in the middle 
of nowhere. 

“A lot of people don’t re-
alize what goes into it,” 
Conway said, pointing 
out the long hours, 
boots-on-the-ground 
work and calls in the 
middle of the night. 
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Donors help school install new safety system 

Local donors help schools 
improve school security

More than century of preaching 
Missionary Steve English uses Hurricane Youth campers to a demonstrate young 
Christians’ responsibility to be good citizens in the kingdom of God while speaking 
last Thursday at the youth camp he and Janet Kemper first organized in 1989. For 
the past 31 years, English and his wife Pam have been missionaries in Guatemala, 
where they started an orphanage and school. Today he trains others to become mis-
sionaries. The camp is part of the 137-year-old Hurricane Camp Meeting, a week-long 

STAFF REPORT 
A new schoolwide 

safety system that allows 
teachers and staff facing 
emergencies to sum-
mons administrators 
and local law enforce-
ment with the touch of a 
button. It will be in-
stalled across all Critten-
den County school 
campuses this fall 
thanks in part to local 
donors. 

A $22,000 annual sub-
scription to Centegix will 
be funded in part by 
community donations 
and by rerouting $9,000 
from another safety pro-
gram, according to infor-
maton provided recently 
during local board of ed-
ucation meeting. 

The following local 
businesses are major 
donors for the Centegix 
security program: War-
ren Paving, Whitetail 
Properties, C-Plant Fed-
eral Credit Union, First 
United Bank and Farm-
ers Bank & Trust. 

When installed, each 
school employee will 
wear a badge with a but-
ton that can be pushed 
three times to alert ad-
ministrators and eight 
times to contact law en-
forcement. 

Strobes located in hall-
ways, classrooms and 
other common areas will 
be activated when the 
Centegix system is trig-
gered and the location of 
the employee deploying 
the call will be identified. 

“Seconds matter when-
ever there is any kind of 
emergency,” Superin-
tendent Tonya Driver 
said. “Being able to click 
a button and have either 
administrators or law en-
forcement directly on the 
way is crucial.” 

Driver said the Cente-
gix system can be used 
for any number of situa-
tions, from a fight among 
students or medical 
emergency, to a poten-
tially serious situation. 

A three-year federal 
grant currently being 

prepared by the district 
would provide additional 
funding. 

In other recent action 
by the board of edu-
caiton, it was noted that 
school nurses, beginning 
July 1, will be employed 
by the district rather 
than contracted through 
area health agencies. 

The change will result 
in fiscal savings in-
creased, in part, as a re-
sult the school filing 
Medicaid claims. 

Two nurses, one at the 
elementary school and 
one at the middle/high 
school campus, will be 
employed. It has not 
been determined 
whether clerical staff will 
be utilized as in years 
past.  

The previous contract 
between the school dis-
trict and third-party 
healthcare providers cost 
about $130,000 annu-
ally. 

Superintendent Driver 
said most school dis-
tricts in western Ken-
tucky directly employ 
school nurse staffs. 

•Before- and after-
school childcare will be 
available next school 
year as a result of the 
Crittenden County Board 
of Education’s affiliation 
with KCE Champions’ 
KinderCare Learning 
Center.  

The program provides 
childcare from 6:30 a.m. 
until school begins and 
from 3-6:30 p.m., in the 
afternoon. 

School employees will 
receive a 10% discount. 

It has been at least six 
years since after-school 
childcare has been of-
fered by the district. 

KinderCare is for pre-
school through fifth 
grade and will be housed 
at Crittenden County El-
ementary School. The 
student to teacher ratio 
is about 10:1, according 
to Driver.  

“It is a benefit to fami-
lies when parents have 
to drop their students off 

earlier or work later,” she 
said.  

Subsidies for childcare 
offered through the Cab-
inet for Health and Fam-
ily Services will be 
accepted. Rates will be 
available by the day or 
week.  

Information will be dis-
tributed to families who 
may benefit from before- 
and after-school child-
care. 

Driver said KinderCare 
also will be available to 
half-day preschoolers. 
This fall there will be one 
full-day preschool class 
and one half-day class. 
Preschoolers will be eligi-
ble for KinderCare dur-
ing the half day they are 
not in session. 

•A payment was ap-
proved for $281,642.25 
to Ascendant Facility 
Partners for an energy 
savings project ongoing 
to perform upgrades to 
restrooms, lighting and 
HVAC at various loca-
tions throughout the dis-
trict. A payment of 
$56,978.19 was ap-
proved for lighting mate-
rials for the district’s 
Guaranteed Energy Sav-
ings Contract. 

•Payment was ap-
proved in the amount of 
$17,670.44  for annual 
membership to the West 
Kentucky Educational 
Cooperative. 

•A contract with 
Duguid, Gentry and As-
sociates for the inde-
pendent audit for the 
2024-2025 school year 
was approved. 

•Funding was in-
creased by $1,200 annu-
ally for the high school 
track and field program. 
All athletic clubs receive 
$2,500 and the board 
voted to increase track’s 
allotment because of the 
size of the program 
which includes both 
male and female athletes 
and requires uniforms 
for both girls and boys 
and entry fees for com-
petitive events. 

 

City beefing up animal regs



LEAGUE STANDINGS 

Lakes Area Baseball/Softball 
FINAL REGULAR SEASON RECORDS 

12u Baseball Standings 
1. Trigg Orioles 12-0 
2. Livingston Cardinals 8-4 
3. Dawson Pirates 8-4 
4. Lyon Dodgers 7-5 
5. Lyon Blue Jays 7-5 
6. Trigg Braves 6-6 
7. Trigg Reds 6-6 
8. Crittenden Party Animals 5-7 
9. Caldwell Kekambas 4-8 
10. Caldwell Diamond King Mafia 2-10 
11. Crittenden Bananas 1-11 
 

10u Baseball Standings 
1. Caldwell Braves 11-0-1 
2. Lyon Party Animals 11-1 
3. Livingston Cardinals 9-2-1 
4. Crittenden Bananas 9-3 
5. Caldwell Dodgers 7-5 
6. Crittenden Tailgaters 5-6-1 
7. Dawson Giants 5-7 
8. Caldwell Reds 4-8 
9. Lyon Padres 4-8 
10. Trigg Yankees 3-9 
11. Webster Astros 3-9 
12. Trigg Rangers 3-9 
13. Trigg Orioles 1-10-1 
 

8u Baseball Standings 
1. Trigg Orioles 12-0 
2. Crittenden Bananas 11-1 
3. Livingston Red Sox 10-2 
4. Trigg Reds 10-2 
5. Caldwell Cardinals 9-3 
6. Trigg Yankees 9-3 
7. Crittenden Party Animals 8-4 
8. Crittenden A's 7-5 
9. Livingston Thunder 6-5-1 
10. Caldwell Twins 6-6 
11. Caldwell Tigers 5-6-1 
12. Webster Phillies 5-7 
13. Webster Cubs 4-8 
14. Caldwell Astros 4-8 
15. Dawson Angels 3-9 
16. Caldwell Giants 2-10 
17. Lyon Dodgers 1-11 
18. Lyon Mets 1-11 
19. Trigg Braves 0-12 
 

12u Softball Standings  
1. Crittenden Party Animals 11-1 
2. Webster Sooners 10-2 
3. Crittenden Lady Rockets 9-3 
4. Dawson Lady Panthers 4-8 
5. Caldwell Cardinals 4-8 
6. Caldwell Gators 3-9 
7. Trigg Lady Wildcats 1-11 
 

10u Softball Standings 
1. Dawson Tigers 11-0-1 
2. Livingston Lady Cardinals 11-0-1 
3. Trigg Governors 9-3 
4. Caldwell Hilltoppers 7-5 
5. Trigg Lady Wildcats 6-6 
6. Lyon Lady Lyons 5-7 
7. Crittenden Girl Power 3-9 
8. Crittenden Lady Rockets 3-9 
9. Webster Longhorns 3-9 
10. Caldwell Eagles 1-11 
 

8u Softball Standings  
1. Webster Ducks 12-0 
2. Livingston Lady Cardinals 10-2 
3. Livingston Redbirds 10-2 
4. Dawson Longhorns 8-4 
5. Crittenden Lady Rockets 7-5 
6. Crittenden Sooners 6-6 
7. Trigg Lady Wildcats 5-7 
8. Lyon Beavers 5-7 
9. Caldwell Tigers 5-7 
10. Trigg Hilltoppers 2-10 
11. Caldwell Jaguars 1-11 
12. Lyon Racers 0-12 
 

Postseason tournaments  
This Week | These Locations 

SOFTBALL 
12u at Crittenden County 
10u at Livingston County 
8u at Webster County 
BASEBALL 
12u at Dawson Springs (Princeton) 
10u at Lyon County 
8u at Trigg County 
 
OUTDOORS 

WMA proposes levee 

   Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources has filed an appli-
cation with the Energy and Environ-
ment Cabinet to construct a 970-foot 
levee and establish a 13-acre moist 
soil unit near the Tradewater River in 
Crittenden County. The proposed work 
is located within the Big Rivers Wildlife 
Management Area and State Forest. 
Once implemented, the plan will sup-
port the development of waterfowl 
habitat near Stump Lake. The project 
is expected to be completed this fall. 
The League of Kentucky Sportsmen 
and Kentucky Ducks Unlimited have 
partnered with Fish and Wildlife on the 
effort. 
 
BASEBALL 

Belt new Lyon skipper 

   Marion resident Tony Belt has been 
chosen as Lyon County’s new base-
ball coach, replacing Ricky Baker, who 
resigned after seven seasons as head 
coach. Under Banker, Lyon had fin-
ished runnerup in the All A state cham-
pionship game and won two Second 
Region championships. 
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Editor’s Note: This is Part 1 of a two-
part series on baseball in the Fredonia 
Valley. It is also available digitally at 
EarlyBirdKy.com. 

 
BY PAM FAUGHN 
FREDONIA HISTORIAN 

Summer is upon us. Fredo-
nia is a busy place in the 
summer with activities, 
events, and of course, base-
ball! Baseball’s history in the 
valley will be our main topic 
for this article, but it is also 
time for youth leagues to 
start up at Buddy Rogers 
Park. 

Baseball has always been a 
favorite pastime in the Fredo-
nia Valley during the sum-
mer. Since it was first 
purchased by American Le-
gion Post 103 in the 1930s, 
the American Legion Ball- 
park, now known as the 
Buddy Rogers Park, has been 
the hub of activities in the 
summertime. 

The late Dean Akridge once 
recalled  that Fredonia had a 
baseball team as long as he 
could remember. His dad, 
T.R. “Ruble” Akridge played 
in the late 1920s and 1930s. 
Some of the managers were 
Roy Boisture, Euc Querter-
mous, and Dave Perkins. 
Some of the players that 
Dean recalled are Willis 
Butts, Ted Crider, J.B. 
Quertermous, “Big” Lewis, Ed 
Phelps, Wilford and Clifford 
Baker, Ted and Eldred Bois-
ture, Bob Fraliex, Henry 
Peek, and Dock Baker. The 
games were played on Sun-
day afternoon. You knew the 
game was ready to start when 
you heard Byrd Guess, local 
auctioneer, yell “BATTER-
UP!” They played other com-
munities like Crider, Mexico, 

Tiline, Dycusburg, etcetera. 
A 1939 baseball scorebook 

for local teams lists the fol-
lowing players for the Fredo-
nia team: J. Quertermous, T. 
Crider, J. Crider, W. Butts, 
J.B. Quertermous, B. Moore, 
John Perkins, Dave Perkins, 
E. Phelps, E. Quertermous, 
W. Moore, and Dalton. 

After the Korean Conflict 
and the boys came back 
home, the American Legion 
sponsored a team in the Twin 
States League. Some of the 
names of those who took part 
in this were Ted Boisture, El-
dred Boisture, Bob Fraliex, 
Steve Fraliex, Keith Rogers, 
Buddy Rogers, Henry Peek, 
Dommer Fraliex, Charlie 
Quertermous, Pedro Faught, 
Mac Nelson, Bill Rogers, Carl 
Rogers, Buck Travis and 
probably others. 

Akridge remembered play-
ing on the men’s team in the 
1950s. They competed in the 
Twin States League that had 
teams from Princeton, Mur-
ray, Grand Rivers, Lola, 
Calvert City and Salem. The 
American Legion sponsored 
the team then, and before 
that Rex Adams’ Fredonia 
Cheese Factory was the 
sponsor. Home plate was 
down by the railroad track in 
the early years, but was 
moved to its present place in 
about 1949 or 1950. 

Jimmy Riley and Akridge 
once told about a team called 
the “Red Hots” that played 
there one summer. They were 
Riley, Akridge, Tom Jones, 
Elwood Dorroh, Sam Goheen, 
Clifford Baker, Jim Tom 
Hearod, Edwin Moore and 
Dick Rice. 

A fast-pitch softball league 
existed in about 1950-52, as 
lights had been installed. 
Some of the teams were 
Brockmeyer’s Drug Store, 
Valley Grocery, Ruble’s Gro-
cery, Lafayette Mines and 
Enon (Walnut Grove). 

The men’s baseball teams 
ended about 1957 or 1958. 
But as that era ended, a 
youth program was started 
that has remained active 
through the years. Boys and 
girls softball and baseball 
teams and teeball teams have 
involved many youth each 
summer. The Fredonia Lions 
Club and the Fredonia Amer-
ican Legion Post 103 were 
sponsors of this very suc-
cessful program until recent 
years. Buddy Rogers spent 
many years with the youth 
program and maintaining the 
field, and in 1992, the Amer-
ican Legion Ballpark was re-
named the Buddy Rogers 
Park. 

In the mid 1980s, Pam 
Faughn and Beth Drennan 
saw the need for a teeball 
league. With permission from 
the Lions and Legion, a tee- 
ball league was organized by 
them.  

The Summer Ball Programs 
of the American Legion and 
the Lions Club provided 
baseball, softball and teeball 
for children of the area for 
about 60 years. For the past 
few years, the Fredonia Activ-
ities Committee and others 
have stepped up to provide 
quality teeball and baseball 
programs for the youth at the 
Buddy Rogers Park. 

-Stay tuned for part two 
next week.

This digitally colorized photo was made in the 1930s 
and was originally black and white. The Fredonia base-
ball players pictured (from left) are Brice Catilla, Ruble 
Akridge, J.E. Crider and Elbert Beck. They are standing 
in front of Valley Grocery Company. It was owned and 
operated by Wm. M. Young. Ivan Bennett was manager 
of the team for several years.

The 1941 Fredonia Baseball Team included (front from left) Raymond 
Moore, scorekeeper; Jim Nelson, Dago Perryman, Doc Moore, Teddy 
Crider, and Wilford Baker, coach; (back) Rex Adams, team sponsor; Paul 
Rushing, Willis Butts, Euclid Quertermous, J.B. Quertermous, Clifford 
Baker and Carlton Tabor. In front is Billy Harmon, the bat boy.  

Taken in 1949 in front of the old grandstands at the American 
Legion Ballpark (now Buddy Rogers Park) this photo show 
(front from left) Buddy Rogers, Eldred Boisture, Keith Rogers, 
Bob Fraliex, Elwood Dorroh, and Euclid Quertermous, (back) 
unknown, coach unknown, Henry Peek, Bill Fraliex, Charlie 
Quertermous and Ted Boisture.

The Fredonia Pony League Team from 1960 included (front from 
left) Billy Baker, David “Butterball” Fraliex, Jack Story, Jimmy 
Brasher, Stevie Baker, Donnie Phelps, Dennis Traylor, Van Yan-
dell, (back) Richie Burton, manager; Danny York, Jimmy Baker, 
Larry Riley, Gene Brasher, Tandy Easley, Rondall Cooke, Edwin 
Story, and Pete Peters, manager. Yandell said that this Fredonia 
squad was in a four-team league, including three teams from 
Princeton. The Fredonia boys won the league championship that 
year. 

This photo of the 1961 Fredonia Little League team was taken 
at Old Eddyville Ballpark. This park is now under water. Pic-
tured are (front from left) are Roy Rogers, Donnie Boone, Larry 
Fraliex, Wayne Fraliex, Lowell Green, Macky Fraliex and Earl 
Fraliex, (back) Robert “Peanut” Fraliex, Roy Boisture, Larry 
Belt, Mac Boone, Dewayne Davis, Jerry Fraliex, Bobby Fraliex 
and Joe Yates.

Remembering area’s boys of Summer

Youth baseball and softball is winding down with 
postseason tournaments this week in between rain. 
Pictured above is Boone Tabor of the 10-under Mar-
ion Bananas and at right are Olivia Mattingly pitching 
for the 12-under Marion Lady Rockets and (below) 
Danielle Farmer taking a throw at second base.
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GEORGE 
Continued from page  

runoff from its agriculture-
heavy watershed. And while 
the maligned reservoir remains 
necessary yet problematic for 
city drinking water, it’s quietly 
bouncing back as a source of 
recreation. 

“For a while, it felt like Lake 
George was done,” said Brown, 
a 42-year-old competitive fish-
erman from Salem. “But it’s 
not. It’s trying to come back.” 

Brown, who fishes 20 or 
more tournaments a year on 
the bigger lakes like Kentucky 
and Barkley, stood ankle-deep 
in mud along the swampy 
bank last week, casting a arti-
ficial lure into scattered pock-
ets of open water. All around 
him, willow saplings and water 
primrose thickened the shore-
line, evidence of how far the 
water has receded, and how 
hard nature is working to fill 
the void. 

“I wouldn’t say this place is 
thriving, but it’s alive,” Brown 
said. “I’ve been out here twice 
lately. Caught a few small 
bass, only 10 or 11 inches, but 
they were fat, healthy. That’s a 
sign of life if nothing else.” 

And that’s more than some 
might expect from a lake that 

was largely drained three years 
ago, suffered a mass fish kill 
during the heat of summer 
that followed, and has only re-
cently begun to refill to a us-
able depth thanks to a coffer 
dam built to take pressure off 
of the failing earthen levee. 

The water is about 50 feet 
away from the old shoreline in 
most places. What’s left is all 

brush and grass and willows. 
But that’s the kind of stuff fish 
love. They need cover. They’re 
ambush predators, Brown ex-
plains. “Anything they can get 
up against or hide in, they’re 
all about it,” he said. 

Brown likens the situation at 
Lake George to the drawdown 
at Lake Cumberland a few 
years ago. When repairs to that 
dam left the lake drained for 
months, vegetation exploded 
across the exposed bottom. 
When it refilled, the cover 
transformed the lake into a 
fishery boomtown. 

“Same thing could happen 
here,” Brown said. “All this 
stuff, the weeds, willows and 
other cover... it's structure. 
And that’s what the fish like.” 

Bluegill beds dot the shal-
lows, and Brown said fry are 
visible from shore. Shad, the 
primary food source that once 
supported Lake George’s larger 
bass, are likely gone due to 
temperature sensitivity and 
the draining, but bluegill, crap-
pie and likely catfish remain. 

“Algae on the bottom tells me 
the shad are gone,” Brown 
said. “They’d have eaten that. 
Shad were key for getting bass 
up to the 7- or 8-pound range 
here. But you can still grow 
good fish on bluegill if there’s 

enough of them.” 
For now, Brown urges an-

glers to practice catch-and-re-
lease, especially with bass. 

“They need a chance to re-
build, he said. Let them get 
some years on them. Let them 
spawn and rebuild. 

Fishing Lake George today 
requires creativity and a bit of 
grit. The boat launching area is 
still not readily accessible, but 
Brown said it wouldn’t take 
much to reopen it. City officials 
are looking at what can be 
done to improve the launch 
area. Otherwise, to fish it 
means getting your feet wet. 

“Waders would be handy. Or 
a kayak. A float tube. Some-
thing small you can get into 
these edges with,” Brown said. 
“That water primrose makes a 
canopy on the surface, tough 

stuff. You can fish the edges, 
but if you cast into it and get 
hung, you’ve probably lost that 
bait.” 

Still, there’s good sport to be 
found.  

“A kid with a bobber and a 
worm can wear out bluegill 
here. Guarantee it,” he said. 
“And for bass, chatterbaits, 
spinnerbaits or a topwater bait 
like a frog would be good. Any-
thing weedless, because the 
cover is thick.” 

Though posted “No Tres-
passing” signs have deterred 
some visitors, city officials say 
they plan to remove those 
soon. However, people must 
still stay off the riprap around 
the coffer dam and the earthen 
levee, areas off-limits due to 
safety concerns. 

For now, Lake George re-
mains a work in progress. But 
Brown sees potential where 
others might only see a failed 
reservoir. 

“Life finds a way,” he said, 
quoting Jurassic Park. “It al-
ways does. You walk down the 
sidewalk, grass is growing 
through the cracks. That’s 
what this is. Even after all that 
happened out here, the draw-
down, the heat, the kill, fish 
are coming back. You can’t 
count it out.”

Rules of the Lake 
n No foot, ATV or other vehicle 
traffic on the earthen dam. This 
means no fishing from the levee. 
n No foot, ATV or other vehicle 
traffic on the rip-rap coffer dam. 
No fishing from coffer dam. 
n While small watercraft may be 
used on the lake, gasoline or 
other fuel-powered engines are 
prohibited. 
__________________________ 

While Lake George is a mere fraction of its former self, the lake continues to be a source of 
recreation. It was closed to the public for months while temporary repairs were made to shore 
up the troubled earthen dam. Now, it’s back open to fishing and picnicking.

Built in 1955, Lake George is 
named for the surveyor who 
helped create a co-operative be-
tween the 13 landowner/farm-
ers, the Soil Conservation 
District and the City of Marion. 
The lake includes a picnic area 
and pavilion.

A fairly steep dropoff at the edge of the former boat-launching area at 
Lake George prevents watercraft from being launched right now, but city 
officials are looking at improving the spot for boater access.
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runoff from its agriculture-
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“A kid with a bobber and a 
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here. Guarantee it,” he said. 
“And for bass, chatterbaits, 
spinnerbaits or a topwater bait 
like a frog would be good. Any-
thing weedless, because the 
cover is thick.” 

Though posted “No Tres-
passing” signs have deterred 
some visitors, city officials say 
they plan to remove those 
soon. However, people must 
still stay off the riprap around 
the coffer dam and the earthen 
levee, areas off-limits due to 
safety concerns. 

For now, Lake George re-
mains a work in progress. But 
Brown sees potential where 
others might only see a failed 
reservoir. 

“Life finds a way,” he said, 
quoting Jurassic Park. “It al-
ways does. You walk down the 
sidewalk, grass is growing 
through the cracks. That’s 
what this is. Even after all that 
happened out here, the draw-
down, the heat, the kill, fish 
are coming back. You can’t 
count it out.”

Rules of the Lake 
n No foot, ATV or other vehicle 
traffic on the earthen dam. This 
means no fishing from the levee. 
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traffic on the rip-rap coffer dam. 
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n While small watercraft may be 
used on the lake, gasoline or 
other fuel-powered engines are 
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__________________________ 

While Lake George is a mere fraction of its former self, the lake continues to be a source of 
recreation. It was closed to the public for months while temporary repairs were made to shore 
up the troubled earthen dam. Now, it’s back open to fishing and picnicking.
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